Health Bill.

Bill.
powers of the boards are not made un-
duly stringent, but that the object whizh
ts intended to be secured—a high state
of public health—is brought about.
ne hon. member mentioned that muni-
cipal councils as Boards of health did not
carry out their duties. There is power
for the Government, Minister, or cen-
tral hoard to carry out the provisions of
the measure, so that there will be no
excuse whatever for local boards to
neglect their duties. I beg to :nave
the second rending of the Bill.

Hon, R. S. HAYNES: I have very
little to say on this Bill, but I wish to
congratulate the Government on having
undertaken a work which was much
needed. I do not know amy Aet which
required simplifying more than the
Health Act. It was introduced at atime
when it was much wanted, and its initia-
tion was the signal for an outcry on the
part of a great number of persons in
Perth and Fremantle.  Unfortunately
the Act only denlt with Perth and Fre-
mantle, and the Central Board fell into
conflict with the board at Fremantle.
By-laws were made, and I say if those
hy-laws had been carried out the health
of the city would not have been o bad
a8 it was. The by-laws were very string-
ent, and peonle outside Perth did not like
to submit to laws which they said at that
time were made by foreigners.
were made by members of the Perth City
Council. The colony has grown since

that time and the present law is not suffi- |

cient
stands.

to deal with the citv as it now
I am sure the Houge will give

the closest attention to the Bill hecause

if we are going to make Perth a healthy
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We shall have to watch that the : I think hon. members who desire to see

" Perth a healthy city should do what they

can to make this Bill a good ome. 1
| shall do what 1 can to make the measurse
effective, and I hope every hon. member
will do the same,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

ADJOCRNMENT.

The Houee adjourned at 8.15 p.m. un-
til the next Tuesday.

Lenislutibe
Thursday, 2énd September,

Assemblp,

1898,

Select Com-

Personal Explnmt:on—Motlon

mittee, Additional Power—~Papers pro-
I sented—Question: Inspection of Patent
Slip—Land Bill, Select Committee: Re-
port presented—Aﬂ'rlcultural Lands Pur-
chase Act Amendment Bill, first rendmg
—Mining on Private Property Act Ameud-
. ment Bill, first reading—Goldfields Act
I Amendment Bill, first reading—Motion:
Leave of Absence—Motion : Coolgardie
Goldfieldy Water Scheme, Acceptance of
Tenders ; Amendment. passed on Division ;
Further .% mendment, negatived on Division
—Adjournment,

city. and the home of ahealthy people, we

must have a board properly constituted,
and we must have an Act thoroughly and
effectively carried out. We must have
Bill in the first place effectually drawn

#0 a8 to give proper powers to the Cen-
‘ PERSON AL EXPLANATION.
1
b

Board, and to the local boards. I

tral

hope hon. members will take an interest |

in this Bil, and read it carefully through
so that when we come to the committes
stage we may be able to discuss clauses
which may require amendment. 1 eay
this because I do not think there is any
city in Australia which 80 much requires
a Public Health Act as Perth ; therefore

' The SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
’ ¢’olock, p.m.
|

PraYERS.

Mn. GEORGE (Murray): I move the
adjournment of the House, for the pur-
pose of makm.g a perzonal exnlanaficn.
' 1 suppose there is no member whe regrets

more than myself what took pla.s verler-
i day evening, with regard to the difference
. of opinion between the Direztor of Tublic

. Works and myself. To men of my sinuyp,
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who are always accustomed te judge ol
the situation according to the dictates «f
their manhood, there could be only one
course to adopt, and which I did adopt
last evening, although to men of slower
blood it might be possible to sit down
quietly under the insult which I received.
The statement T made last evening was
absolutely true, and in proof of that I
propose to read the following letter, dated

[ASSEMBLY.)
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' are told that there iz a million and a half

September 21st, from the Education wve- !

partment, Perth, and
Inspector-General of Schools: —

I have just received your letter of the 16th

inst. re the Waterhouse Mill School. T can
assure you that, as my whole object is to for-
ward the education of this colony, and to bring
achools, as far as possible, within the reach
of all, it is with very great regret that I
ever see uny school refused.  In the case of
the Waterhouse Mill, however, it really does
not seem possible for the department to build.
As you are aware, the Estimates have been so
much reduced that we cannot poseibly erect
any new buildings, nor, indeed, pay any further
teachers. "'he Premier stated, in answer to
a question the otlier day, that there was not
sufficient money on the Eatimates for the up-
keep of the existing schools.
Then, with regard to the North Dandalup
achool, I will read the following letter
from the same source, dated August
11th: —

With reference to your letter of the 2nd
inst., T am directed by the Minister to say that
he regrets, in the present state of the funds,
the Regulationa must be adhered to,  The
Regulations are, ss I think you are aware.
that where there are at least 20 children in
s neighbourhoed, if the settlers will provide
o building free of charge, a provisional school
may be established, and £5 & head on the
average nttendance paid to a teacher.

T may explain that I have in my posses-
sion, from the department, dated 18
months ago, a distinct promise to bund
that school, provided I could get a site
for it. After cansiderable trouble and some
expense, ] managed to get a site conveyed

then, under the new regulntions, because
the Treasury of the colony is depleted, the
department cannot build that school.

Tre PreMier: Under the old regula-
tions, T think. How many scholars are
there?

Mr GEORGE: There are 24, whose
ages range from 6 to 16 years, and those
who want to go te a school have to travel
over 10 miles to it ; while guch i= the ctate

signed by the

of money not hypothecated

TeE PrEMIER: No one said it was not
hypothecated.

Mg. GEORGE: Counsidering I am in a
peinful position, the right hon. gentleman
might bave a little consideration for me.
I have also a letter, dated 19th September,
signed by the Under-Secretary for Public
Works, as follows: —

Adverting to your representations im
regard to the drainage of the Serpentine
Agricultural Area, I have the honour, by

' direction, to inform you that the locality has

of the public Treasury that, although we |

to the department free of charge: and - oo Tmmigration

been inspected in accordance with your re-
quest, but it ia regretted that owing to the
state of the public funds the Government is
at present unable to do anything further in
the matter.

This matter, I may explain, was taken up
nearly two years ago, and at some expense
to we, for I bore the whole of it except
paying the salary of the engineer. T got
the engineer to go over the ground with
me; and I had a distinet promise that
£300, the amount required to do that
drainage, should be provided for that
work. Yet we are told now that, in' the
present state of the public funds, this
small amount ~annot he spared. Whilst
I regret that it was necessary for me to
rebut the accusation made by the
Director of Public Works last evening, I
regret still more that he has not up to
the present moment shown nny disposition
to do what should be the dmende to a
man who has heen grossly outraged. 1
move the adjournment of the House.

Motion not seconded.

MOTION : S8ELECT COMMITTEFR,
ADDITION AL TOWER.

On the motion of Mr. VosrEr, moved
without notice and by leave, additional
power was given to the Select Committee
Rextriction and Exis
tence of Leprosy, to sit on days other
than the sitting days of the Assembly.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Postal and Telegraph
Department, Reports by Messra. Caldwell
and Jenvey, as order.d.

By the Dinecror or PunLic Wougs:
Return showing expenditure on warks in
various electoral districts, as ordered.

Ordered to lie on the tahle,



Leave of Absence.

QUESTION : INSPECTION OF DPATENT
SLIP,

Mr. GEORGE asked the Director of °

Public Works,—1, Whether there has
leen any inspection of the patent alip built
in connection with the Fremantle harbour
works. 2, If so, by whom, and when.
3, Whether the Director of Public Works
hus any objection to the reports of such

the table of the House.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Han. F. H. Piesse) replied : —
1 and 2, There hax, of course, been the
usual inspection of the work by the offi-
cers in charge throughout its progress.
3, None of the existing reports, so far as
is known, are complete in themselves as
regards the work as a whole, being
merely interim reports shewing progress
fromn tine to time; but a report on the
work ns a whole, up to date, could, of
course, he procured and published, if
there is sufficient reason for publishing
" it. It would, however, take a consider-
able time, and involve the production of
several drawings.

LAND BILL, SELECT COMMITTEE,
REPORT.

Tne PREMIER bLrought up the report
of the Select Committee appointed to
consider parts 11 and 12 of the Land
Bill.

Report received,
printed.

(Ordered, on the motion of the Prs-
MER, that on the resumption of the de-
bate in Committee onthe Land Bill, the
report be taken into consideration.

and ordered to he

AGRICULTURAL LANDS PURCHASE
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Introduced by the ComuissioNER oOF
Crowy Laxps, and read a first time.

MINING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY AC.
AMENDMENT BILL.

Introduced by the Mixizrer oF Mixgs,
and read a first time.

GOLDFIELDS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Intraduced by the Mixi=TER oF Mixgs,
and read a first time.

MOTION: LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On the motion of Mr. Kexxy, leave
of nbgence for one fortnight was granted

!
I

i MOTLION :
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to the wewmber for the Swan (Mr. Ewing),
on the ground of urgemt private busi-
ness.

\
COOLGARDIKE  GOLDFIELLYS
WAL ER SUHEME, ACCEPTANCE OF
TENDERS.

Debate resumed on the motion by Mr.

: . h . ) ) - Holmes, “That, in the opinion of this
inspection or inspections being laid upon -

House, no tender for the supply of pipes
for the Coolgardie water scheme should
be accepted without the approval of this
House.”

Mr. MORAN (East Coolgardie): I
expect it will be the privilege and duty
of the Director of Public Works to speak
us eurly as possible, and put the House
aw fait with the whole question. He
will be able, possibly, to elucidate cer-
tain points that are doubtful, and to re-
move perhaps some of the objections
which exist, It appears to me to be a
proper thing for the responsible Minis-
ter to place the House in possession of
all the facts in his knowledge, and pre-
vent any beating about the bush by
members speaking un a subject in regard
to which they have not the full details.
I wish to refer particularly to the pre-
sent extraordinary political position,
apart altogether from the merits or
demerita of the scheme, and I desire to
yee the House as unanimous as possible
on the queation. We see this colony
pledging itself to the extent of £2,500,000,
at least, to give the ome blessing which
the fields are and have been hankering
after—an nunificent water supply ; whilsé
at the same time there is a solemn con-
vention or conclave on the goldfields,
composed of representatives of all the
public bodies, and in the published reports
of the proceedings we find not ene word
about the Coolgardie water scheme.
Those leaders of public opinion first Jde-
mand something from this Houre, not
through their representatives in T'arlia-
nient, but by direct communication with
the Premier; and the invitation to o
certain things having heen declined

by the right hon. gentleman, this
small conclave comes to the de-
cision that it will hand in its

papers and withdraw its ambassadors,
unless its demands are acceded to within
a few hours. The goldfields have 11 mem-
bers in this House, yet that conclave de-
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cided to send down three irresponsible men
to speak irow the floor of this Assembly ;
and if the Assembly does not see fit, in
ita wisdom, to agree to their request, and
decides to back up the Premier in the
matter, they will thenin accordance with
solemn resolution of that body represent-
ing all the societies on the fields, save and
except good old Coolgardie for the pre-
sent, apply to Her Majesty the Queen to
be removed from this beneficent colony
of Western Australia—which simply
wants to give them a water supply cost-
ing £3,000,000, for their own good—and

apply to be annexed to South Australia, .

which never bothers her head about geld-
fields at all. [ am pointing this out for
the reason that we shall have the strange
anomaly of seeing a loan on the London
market for the Coolgardie water schems,
and at the same time a petition from
these people before the House of Com-
mons, asking to be removed from connec-
tion with this colony. It may be said
this extraordinary proceeding should
have no weight with us; but 1 want to
see the matter at once seriously consider-
ed. T do not hesitate to say that the ac-
tions of that convention are distinctly in-
temperate, and totally opposed to the best
interests of the fields themselves. They
are undemocratic, and those people are
geeking to do in an indirect manner what
their representatives in this House would
do. The matter should, as I say, be
seriously considered by this House in its
entirety ; and any weight which the ac
tion of that convention may have must
be counteracted. by strong, unanimous,
and determined action in this House. 1
hope the Premier will make reference to
this matter. On three different occa-
eions, we have decided that we are pre-
pared and willing, nay that we are anxi-
ous, to carry ouib the Coolgardie water
scheme. Those delegates who are sup-
posed to represent the majority of the
people on the goldfields, want to throw
out that water scheme; for if they des-
troy this Parliament, and destroy the
Government proposing to give them the
scheme, it means that they will destrav
the scheme itrelf. I challenge the asser-
tion that the convention represents the
opinion of the majority of the people on
the goldfields; and I hope we shall get

an expreseion of the views of the memher
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for Coolgardie, and every other goldfields
mentber.

Mr. Inuixeworti: They are not seri-
ous.

Mr. MOURAN: If these people are ngt
serious, they are distinctly childish; for
it i3 a most absurd thing to raise objec-
tions and threats of this kind, if they do
rot mean what they say. It is my solemn
conviction that if a plebiscite were taken
to-morrow of the people in kalgocrlie,

" there would be an overwhelming expres-

sion of opinion that the doings of that
convention savour rather more of the
ridiculous than anything else. I believe
the underlying sense of the goldfields is
with the Government on this matter, or
at least with Parliament. I have spoken
plainly, although a goldfields member;
and I hope every member will strongly
express his opinion on the subject. We
know what our privileges are, and we
also know that, as an Assembly, we
always have been, and always will be,
ready to do justice to every part of the
colony. It is very strange that these two
things should crop up together; for to-
night we are deciding for the last time
whether ur not we shall give the gold-
fields a2 water supply scheme ; and yester-
day, just before we met here, that con-
vention decided to apply for annexation
o another colony. We should weigh the
importance of the doings of that conven-
tion, and of the statements made,

Mr. IrriznaworrH: They do not de-
serve it.

Mr. MORAN: T scarcely think with
you on that point, for when you have a
convention backed up by every public
Lody on the fields, it is rather too much
to say they do not deserve consideration.

Mg. ILLivowoRrTR : They do not deserve
the scheme.

Tre MmnistER oF Mines: I think the
worst punishment you could inflict would
be to refrain from giving them the
scheme.

M. MORAN : If the House decided to-
night to postpene the vcheme for 12
months, it would be the worst punish-
nent they could have. There would be
rothing extraordinary in it at all, for it
would sitnply rest on the heads of those
rersons who are acting in an irrespons-
ible wav, not knowing of the injury thev
vre inflicting on peaple who have not
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gpoken at all. This House has to con-
sider whether it will go right on and con-
fer this great boon on the goldfields, not-
withatanding this solemn conclave of so-
valled leading men, who are sitting and
dietating to this House and to the colony.
I recognise in the leaders of that move
ment disappointed personal spleen and
heat, and 1 recognise the influence of a
newspaper whose policy is opposed to the
interests of the poldfields; and we know
that a newspaper can work up an agita
tion and that persons may be misled by
15, when the other side of the picture is
not presented t them so as to correct
misrepresentations. I say that the ob-
Ject they have in view is a just one in re-
gard to the desire for more represents-
tion to be given to the goldfields; but
the action which that conclave has tuken
iz to be deplored in view of the import-
ance of this great water acheme; for at
the very time this Parliament is propos-
g to proceed with the scheme, that con-
clave is threatemng s-paration hom the
colony, and I say this is & political situa-
tion which demands the grave considera-
tion of this House. That convention is
thoraughly  representative of public
bodies on the goldfields, but 1 say at the
same time that it is not representative of

he people generally on the goldfields;

and I guarantee that, if the people were
consulted in any direct way, they would
aweep away that convention of so-called
representative men. As a representative
o1 the goldfields elected to thiz House, I
em loyal, firstly to the colony of Western
Australia, and secondly to the goldfields
vwhich sent me here as a representative.
This iz my own colony, at the present
time ; and, having been returned here to
legizslate for the good of the colony as a
whole, | am not going to be used as a
cnispaw for putting before this House
ridiculous resolutions passed by that con-
vention, when I know that this colony asa
whole and this Parliament have acted
generously in the interests of those gold-
fields; for although those poldfields are
only five years old, they have been sup-
plied with a magnificent railway service,
with telegraphs and postal conveniences
m all directions, with wardens’ courts
and courthouses, and with all the ad-
juncts of civilieation ; and now we are
pledzed. further, - to give them a water
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supply at a cost of perhaps three millions
ut monpey, in order to weet an urgent ery,
sometimes a howl, for a water supply for
the fields. If, in these ecircumstances,
anyone says Western Australia has not
acted generously towards those  ;oldfields,
1 say he cannot peint to a place in the
whole world where so much has been
done for goldlields or for any new district
in so short a time. We may consider the
question of redistribution of seats, when
the proper time comes; but anyone who
asks me to coneur 4n dissolving this House
Lefore we have settled this great water
scheme, is a fool, pure and simple. 1
ruy it is more important for the gold-
fields that they should bave a good supply
of water than they should have & supply
o1 political gas. If this House decides
to-night to go on with this water scheme,
[ believe you will find those people who
are figuring at the convention as leaders
af public opinion will be swept away by
the people whom they profess to repre
gent, and when that unhealthy agi-
tatton  has  died, you will find
that the people on the goldfields
will show their ordinary good sense,
and show that they are loyal in their
feelings towards this Parliament and this
colony. With reference to the proposed
centract for pipes, there is only one peoint
on which I want information, and that is
about the price to be paid for plates at
home as compared with what the pipes
can be made for. The rule in contract-
fL ¢ is that only 75 per cent. is paid on
the material, the balance being kept in
hand ; but the Government ray he pay-
ing 100 per cent. on the material under
this cortract, and I want to know how
that point stands. We are told by the
Morning Herald, which is not supposed
to be an irrespongible newspaper, that
plates can be brought here for £5 15s.
per ton.
Mg. Horues: Not so low as that.

Mgr. MORAXN : Say £6 or £6 10s. We
are told that we are to pay for them, when
delivered on shipboard in a port at home,
£8 5a. per ton.

Mr. Morgans : That includes freight.

Mr. MORAN : No; it does not.

Mr. Georo®: It may include railway
freight to put them free on board at
home,
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Mgr. MORAN : We are not supposed to

take for granted that the two firms which

have tendered for this contract work are ~

necessarily superior to all possibilities 7l
accident.  Although Mr. Mephan Fergu
son and Messrs Hoskins and Company
nre respectable firms, we must vot play
into their hands so as to enable them
to get at the Govermment. I do not see¢

why they should be able at any moment, |
companies in ease of loss, says: —

on payment for a certain delivery ol
pipes, to drop the contract there and
then, losing their £5,000 guarantee. A
firm might go insolvent, or might die,
or might go into liquidation, so chai we
should provide ‘against contingencios. 1
believe it is a good rule, in connestion
with this scheme, to hold something up
your sleeve, and not let the other party
hold the “joker” in the game; that the
Government should have more material
in hand at a given time than they have
paid for in money. I have a few figures
here bearing on the point as to the 7}
per cent. to be kept back as a puarantece,
Suppose the price paid for plates in Lon-
don on bourd is £8 s, per ton, and we
keep back T4 per cent. as n guaranteec
until the amount kept back amounts to
% per cent- of the whole contract sum,
that will amount, as I reckon it, to 13s.
0d. per ton kept back.

Ma. Honuez: No; 12s. 4id

Mr. MORAN: Well, take it at about
13s. We have to pay over £7 10s,, after
keeping back the 7% per cent., and what
does that amount to? It means that the
contractors buy the plates for £6 10s,
and we pay them £7 108 delivered on
shipboard. We get the full insurance
value of the plates; but that insurance
has to be handed back by the Minister
to the contractor, in case the pipes are
lost, if it amounts to the full total due on
the contract; buf, if not, the Minister
has to make it good. The obligation is
on the Minister first, and he must trust to
the contractor to refund him any amount
that may have been overpaid. Clauge 9
of the agreement, as printed and laid be-
fore members, deals with insurance; and
in line 6 there is & statement which
rather startled me when I saw it, for it
says: “The contractor shall be given a
bill of lading for all pipes and materials
shipped on hoard in London.”” Ts it in-
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tended that the pipes should be made in
London!

Tue Direcror oF PuBuc WORKs:
That was in the agreement as onriginally
drawn ; but it is subject to revision, and
is not yet signed by us.

Mr. MORAN: That locked to me as it
the pipes were going to be manufactured
in England. Clause 11 of the agreement,
dealing with the obligation of insurance

If the said materipls or any of them shall
be totally lost on their voyage to Fremantle,

* owing to the perils of the sea or other risk:

covered by the said insurances, the Mlinister
(without prejudice to his right to have thi:
contract performed within the contract time,
or such extended time, if any, as may be
fixed by the Engineer), shall receive the
moneys which shall become payable under
any such policy of insurance as aforesaid, and
retain the same on bebali of the Mlinister,
paying the contrasior the difference between
such sums as may have been previously paid
to him under this contract in respect of the
winterinls so losé as aforesaid, and the amount
received under such policy of insurance.  Bul
if for any reason the said policy mon vz shall
be less than the sums so paid *o the con-
tructor, Le shall forthwith make go:d and pay
the wnount of such deficienty to the Agurt-
General.

That is one of the vases in which 1 con-
tend the vontractor holds the “joker.”

Tug Presigr: We do not propose tu
ship any pipes.

Mur. MORAN : Xa: but this deals with
waterial. There is a possibility that
you way have to pay the contractor more
than the insurance mnounts to; and, if
he nfterwards files lis schedule you can
not possibly get the money bhack. You
have only his persomal guarantee, and
why should yeu allow him to have more
toney in hand than the inaterial he has
riven You represents!

Tre Premigr: Hear, hear.

Mr. MORAN: I thought when 1 first
looked through the contract, that the

. freight was paysble beforehand in Lon-

don ; but I see that it is payable at Mid-
land Junction.

Mr. Geonce: There is not much in
the freirzht business.

Mr. - MORAN : Nothing ot all. 1 want
to ask the Attorney General, how will
this contract work with the Bill which
provides that you shall not import any
labourers under contract to work on that
contract? Will they be excluded! Wil
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it Le possible o imyport bodies of men o
work on this contract!

THE ATTORNEY GENBRAL:
possible.

Mr. MORAN: Well, that is a rather
dangerous power to give the contractors.
Such practices have lLeen objecied teo
in the United States, where they have
caused a great deal of trouble. The Im-
ported Labour Act provides that you can
not contract with men outside the coun-
try to bring them here fo work. They
might bring men under contract to work
for 4s. or 3s. a day. I have no more to
say nbout this matter. My opinion is
that the House will affirm the Coolgardie
wager- scheme, notwithstanding all the
serious objections that appear to be in
the air at the present time. I would
say, as member for Kalgoorlie—the big-
west of these centres—if the Government
said, we will not build this work [for
another year owing to the serious trou-

It will be
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ble up there, I would say: “I dov not .

Wame yon, and [ am not moing inte op-
position because you have so decided.”
I would sny: “You are giving a gift
horge to the fields, which they ought mot
te look in the mouth.” But, I say, how
would it lock to the outside world?
How will it look in London? However,
1 believe the Premier, with his usual
courage, will go ahead in the face of all
these obstacles; and I hope that the
Coolgardie water scheme will be decided
finally and definitely, once and for all,
before this House rises for tea to-night:
MRr. Howues: It will not be until the
wnter is turned on.
Mgr. MORAN: Once we put our hands
to the plough—once we commence the
contract—there is no one in this House
who will attempt to harass the Gov-
ernment in carrying it out. Every man
will put his shoulder to the wheel to
- help it along. I believe that once hon.
prembers find the thing going ahead,
they will do all they possibly can to
watch its progress, and to see that the
Government get the worth of rtheir
money. There is a great deal yet that
is obscure at the end of the contract.
I do not know what sort of service Kal-
rroorlie is going to get.
Tur Peemigr: A full service.
Mr. MORAN: T should like to know
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up there may make some arrangeinents
which we cannot do till we know what
amount of wateff to expect. It is all
tn nubrbus as far as the end of the pipe
line is concerned. We have decided to
bring it up as far as Coolgardie; but
Coolgardie is not the terminus. As
time goes on, I shall want hon. members
0 assist me in elaborating a scheme of
reticulation and service.

Mg. Wison: How are you going to
do it?

Mg, MORAN: Do not ask me I
cannot give away Caliinet secrets like
that. This motion ot the member for
East Fremantle (Mr. Holines) is nutting
a damper on the business of the colony
once more; simply because it has hung
the thing up in insecurity. Let us have
the scheme, or not have it. Let us do
it, or not do it.

Mg, Hormes: You must remember it
has been hung up for two years. =

Mr, MORAN: Well, it you hang it
up much longer, you will kill the scheme,
and the people too. Perhaps the motion
of the hon. member has not done much
harm. It is no sign of want of confi-
dence in the Government that we should
review in a friendly way the contract
for so gigantic a scheme as this; and,
if the hon. wember’s object was to kill the
scheme, I fail to see how he can pos-
gibly continue to sit on the Government
side of the House.

Mr. Howmes: T said, “delay.”

M. MORAN: Well, [ am glad 10
hear the hon. member say that. I am
glad to hear that he did not seriously
mean any harm to the Coolgardie water
scheme. He merely wants another de-
lay ; therefore, he is perfectly right in
sitting in the seat he occupies at the
present time on the Government side of
the House. He only wants a little
further delay. He is not yet prepared
to face the pleasures of opposition, and
he will sit where he is at present.

M= Gronoe: What difference does it
make where 2 man sits?

Mgr. MORAN: T think it does make a
difference. While we have party Govern-
ment, it does make somne difference where
A man sits,

Mg, LE_AK]’-J: Hear, hear.

Mr. Grorge: That is why we should

something definite nbout it, so that we | abolish party Governnent.
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Mr. MORAN: S8till, we have it now;
and, while we bave it, the side of the
House occupied by an hon. member will
always mnke a difference to him. So far
as I am concerned, I hope this House will
finally decide to-night to construct the
Coolgardie water scheme, and that the
work shall go on vigorously ; for when we
huve made the inevitable plunge, every
care and attention will, no doubt, be taken
by the Public Works Department to see
that no flaw shall creep into it. T am will
ing that the Government should pay a
zood galary to an expert in pipe-laying,
from any part of the world, in addition to
our own Chief Engineer, who cannot he
supposed to have had special experience
in that particular line. T hope the House
will not carry the motion of the hon. mem-
ber, and that we shall hear a satisfactory
explanation of all the points raised by
hon. members, from the Director of Public
Worka

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. F. H. Piesse): Before I commence
my reularks with regerd to this metter, I
should like, with the permission of the
House, and of the Speaker, to say that,
although just now a motion was moved
in which the member for the Murray (Mr.
George) referred to me, and although 1
did not repdy when the hon. member called
upon e to do so, I would like to point
out that there was no intention on my part
of ingulting the hon. member. In faect,
the remarks to which he referred were
nade by me in a general way, and not
with any intention of implying that the
hon. member's statements were untruthful.

Mz. Groreg: You said “absolutely un-
true.”

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLauc
WORKS: The remark was that the par-
ticular school was in the vicinity of Perth.
It now appears his references were to a
distunce from Perth; and I think there
i n misunderstanding about it. I hope
the hon. member will take from e the
assurance that it was far from my mind
to insult him or any hon. member in this
House. My desire is alwaye to Dbe
courteous. It is one of those interjections
which perhaps we use rather too fre-
quently, when, on the spur of the moment,
we nre inclined to resent the remnrks of
hun. mehers who attack us.
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Mr Georee: You said “absolutely un-
true.”

Tee DIRECTOR U PUBLIC WORKS :
I did not use the word “ausolutely.” A
newspaper reported that I had said s0;
but all I said was: “I think that is un-
true.” T think the hon. member will take
this assurance from me that I did not with
to be discourteous te him or any other
hon. member; in fact, I think it would
be entirely unbecoming of me to be go.
T menticn this- now because I wish to let
the House know that I do not wish to
b2 dogged, and | think there must have
been a mistake about it.

Mr. Georoe: That is all righe, 1
accept it .
Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS: It is necessary, af this stage,
that the House should hear from me
some particulars regarding the contracts
which the Government intend entering
into for the supply of pipes for the Co~!
gardie water scheme. As only two mem-
bers of the House besides the Premier
dave spoken on the subject at this early
stage, perhaps I can set at rest the minds
of hon. members with regard to sonie of
the fears which have been recently ex-
pressed, and the misapprehension which
seems to be prevalent regarding these
tenders. The hon. member for East Fre-
mantle, in moving his motion, was pro-
bably prompted by the interest he has
in the country to do his best for the coun-
try ; but I think the hon. member should
certainly have looked into the matter
more clogely than he has evidently looked
into it, before bringing forward a motion
which has acted so disastrously, I may
say in many respects, for this reason.
that the depression. which has existed for
some time past, and which, T am glad to
say, in consequence of the determination
which has been arrived at to go on with
thia scheme and the other works which
are 10 hand, had begun to give place to a
revival in trade, has now been remewed.
I find that during the last week. the ve-
vival which had been created in business,
and the better feeling which seemed to
exist, have been in a measure dissipated
agair by the motion brought before k=
House by the hon. member; becaise,
after all, the people in commerecia! circles,
and those engaged in trade, are some-
what mercurial. Thev are up and down
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like a thermometer; and it takes very
little to cause them to become afraid that
the depression is coming upon them
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again, or that something may cause this .

work to be stopped, and that the possible
advantages which may accrue to the
country will not accrue. Therefore, 1
think we can all understand that, while
this matter is hanging over cur heads as
it is, it iz not doing much good to the
country, and the sooner it is cleared up,
either one way or the other, the better.
[ hepe there will be no dificulty about
it. 1 hope that, after this matter is dis-
cussed to-night, it will be the last we shall
hear of it, and that the work will pro-
ceed with all vigour. The hon. member
hus alluded to this matter, which is
purely a departmental matter; but he
said he thought that, whilst the Jouse
wasg in session, it should certainly becon-
gulted on the various points in connec-
tion with the tenders, before such tenders
were accepted. Now, I should like to
refer to the course usually followed. We
bave had to deal with very large works

in the past—railway works involving the .

expenditure,
quarter of a million of money; but, in
this instance, we are all agreed that the
expenditure is very much greater;
though, after all, it is only a question of
degree; and I certainly think that the
House, hiwving agreed to the principie
that this work should be put in hand,
ought to have sufficient confidence in the
Government to believe that, in accepting
tenders for a work of this kind, the
Government would follow the course
usually followed, which is, that the lowest
tender, if it 18 in order, and if the Gov-
ernment are assured that the conditions
implied under the contract are to be car-
ried out, should be accepted. We usunlly
accept the lowest tender in the ordinary
course, without reference to Parliament.
Tenders have been received, and the
matier has been looked into in the same
way a8 it always is. The lowest tender
was disclosed, but the tenders above the
lowest, following out the usual course,
were not disclored; consequently, we
have decided to take that course in this
instance. Hon. members who have any-
thing to do with contracts will know that.
to disclose all tenders until matters me
finally disposed of, i not always a judi-

on some of them, of a .

 five
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cious course; on the contrary, it i a
course fraught with danger, and probably
with ditliculty ; therefore the Govern-
went have adopied the usual course, and
have decided to agree, provided that all
the conditions are arranged, to accept
two  tenders.  Those tenders are the
lowest; and although it has been stated
that tenders have not been reccived from
LEnglish tenderers, yet I can assure the
House that, in response to the advertise-
ments which were fo appear tor
three monthe in every English speak-
int country and on the Continent as
well, we have received eight tenders,
which had been sent to the Agent General
in Engiand. We have also received 1o
Western Australia five tenders; so that
we have the ruspectable number of 13
tenders for this work. It was found that
the Australian tenders were the lowest in
each instance. The Government took
into consideration the question of decid-
ing the tenders, and with a view of mere
clearly putting hefore the House the rea-
son: which prompted them to arrive at
the comclusions they did, [ will read from
some notes prepared by the Engineer-in-
Chief, which will give members a full
statement of what hns taken place. Of
course we all know it was intended to call
for the tenders in two sections, the first
section being 81.74 miles of welded pipe.
and the second 246.2R8 miles of rivetted
pipe:—

The estimate was for 320 miles of spiral
rivetted main pi~e, and amounted, exclusive
of joints, to £1,037,230. ‘Thirteen tenders in
all were received, eight in Lodon .and
in Western Anstralia. Of the eight
Lundon tenders three were informal, and the
lowest of any of the tenders was higher than
the lowest of the Australian tenders. ‘Lhe
lowest of the London tenderers for rivetted
pipes stipulated that the steel should be either
basic or acid steel, at the option of the con-
tractor, instead of beinu seid steel as spec'fied
{basic steel would probably be £1 per ton
che?er than acid steel}, and it is also stipu-
lated that the holes are to be vunched instead
of being drilled (punching is cheiper than
drilling). All the tenders reczived in London
for rivetted pipes were for manufacture at
Midland Junction. but the tenders for welded
pipes were for manufacture in England. The
Inwest tenders received in Perth were as
follows: —For rivetted pipes, £682,827 3s.
3d.: for locking bar pines, in lien of welded
pipes, £253,355 15s. 0d. ; total, £936,182 18s.
3d. In the last-mentioned tender, however,
there were included 15,415 joint rings, valued
at shout 17s. 6d. each, which would amount
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to £13,488 2s. 6d., and deducting this {as it is -

not included in spetification and estimate above
mentioned), the case stands as follows:—For
rivetted pipes (Messrs. G, and C. Hoskins),
£682,827 3s. 3d.; for pipes of locking bar
type, alleged to be as good as welded pipes,
exclusive of joint rings, which are included in
tender {Ferguson), £aus,867 12s. 6d. ; total,
£922,694 15s. 94. Hoskins tender for rivetted
pipes was for manufacture at Midland
Junction, and Ferguson's tender for locking

bar pipes was for manufacture at Falkitk, near

Bayswater. The prices in Hoskins' tender ior
rivetted pipes of 28 feet in length were as
follows : —3-16in. pipes, £12 12s. 9d. each;
fin. pipes, £16 5s.; 5-16in. pipes, £20 3s.
6d.  As compared with this, the prices in
Ferguson's tender for the same quantity of
piping, but for the locking bar type of pipe
in place of rivetted pipes, were as follows,
exclusive of joint rings:—3-16in. pipes, £i5
each ; 4in. pipes, £17 5s. each; 5-16in. pipes,
£20 each, The prices in Ferguson’s tender for
the locking bar type of pipe, alteged to be
equivalent to welded pipes Jin. thick, in
lengths of 28 feet, wera as follows, exclusive
of joint vings:—26in. diameter, £14 7s. 6d.
each ; 3T§in. diameter, £15 7s. 6d. each ; 28in,
diameter, £16 7s. 6d. eacl. In view of these
prices being so low, and so much under the
estimate, it was decided it would be better tu
have all the pipes of 30in. diameter, in place
of some of them being 26in, 274in,, and 29in.
diameter as specitied.  This, in conjunction
with the other suggestion, would, by reduction
of friction, probably result in a saving in cost
of pumping to the extent of about £10,000
per anmum. It was also thought degrable if
possible to get Messrs. Hogkins and Ferguson
to combine and supply the whole of the pipes
of the patent lock-bar .type (for which
Mr. Ferguson holds the patent) at some-
where about Hoskins' prices, or at any rate
somewhere between the prices of the two
firms; as the locking-bar type of pipe is
distinctly much better than rivetted pipes,

for the reasons that, amongst others, there |

ie much less liabilit~ to leaks, that it is much
stronger for equal weights, and that the lock-
ing-bar creates much less friction and swirl
in the water than rivet heads do; and so the
two firms were requested to confer to-
gether, and ‘to send & joint tender accordingly,
which they subsequently did as follows:—

For pipes of the, patent locking-bar rivetless .

tvpe, 30in. internal diameter throuzhout in
lengths of 28 feet. 3-16in. thick, 23,425 pipes
at £13 10s., £316,237 10s. ; Jin. thick, 37,431
pipes at £16 15s., £626.269 5s. ; 5-16in. thick,
1,000 pipes at £21, £21,000; total, 61,866
pipes; and total amount, £246,206 15s
Comparing this with the amount of original
tenders (after deducting vulue of joint rings)
it would be seen that there was an increase of
£41,512 made up as follows: Value of inereasing
26in. and 274in. and 29in. pipes to 30in. pipes
£26,041 ; less difference value of 2.257 5-16in.
pipes veduced to j}in. pipes at schedule rates,
£7533; total. £18,608. Amount added by
contracbor for providing 20628 miles of lock-

.mate of £72,126.
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ing-bar pipes in place of rivetted pipe,
£25,004; to1al, £41,512. The origmal ten-
ders, excluding joint rings, bhaving been

£174,555 under the estimate, and the revised
combined tender being only £41,512 more than
the amount of the original tenders (exclusive
of joint rings) the revised tender was there-
fore still £104,043 below the original esti-
mate. In view of the fact thut there was so
large & margin, and that thire was some
little risk in using steel as thin as $-16in, 10t
pipes as lurge as 30in. in diameter, and also,
moreover, in view of the fact that the life ol
a 3in. pipe would be greater that the lite ol
& d-16in. pipe, and that the 23,425 pipes
specified to be of 3-16in. steel could at sehe-
ule rates be all of in. sleel, or £76,131 more,
the contractors were asked to quote as low &
price as they possibly could for the }in. pipes,
in the event of all the pipes being }in. except
the 1,000 which are to be 5-16in., with the re-
sult that they offered to supply the whole ol
the pipes required for the contract at rates
a3 follows : 00,856 pipes 4in. thick at £16 10s.,
£1,001,124 ; 1,000 pipes, 5-16in. thick, at £21,
£21,000; total, 1,025,124. Comparing this
with the amount of previous tender, namely,
£Y64,207, it will be seen that the difference
was £60,917, whereas the dilerence in value
of 23,425 }in. pipes in place of 3-16in. pifes,
at rates of previous tender was £76,131, su
thut it would be seen that the contractor bad
made a concession of £16,214. Comparing
now the last tender which provides for larger
pipes and better pipes, and less friction, and
consequently less cost of pumping and
greater durability, with the original estimate,
it will be seen that notwithstanding the at-
tainment of all these advantages there is stil
n eaving as compared with the original esti-
The tender of £1,026,124
was therefore recommended for acceptance by
the Engineer-in-Chief,
Of course this agreement entered into I
for equal quantities of pipes to be sup
plied by the two contractors.

A Mempen: Why was not Fulton's
tender accepted.

Tue  DIRECLOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: Fulton was a long way above
the others.

Mr. Geurce: Why did you not call fo
ienders!

Tue DIRECTOR OF  PUBLIC
i WORKS: We decided not to. The state

raent ffoes on to say :—-

The total estimate for pipe main, with
jints and stop valves and air valves, etc. (ex-
tlusive of the labour of laying end jointing,
«nd also exclusive of allocation for depart-
nental charges) being £1,397,000, and the
umount of the tender for pipes above recom-
nended being £1,0256,124, the balance lefs
for joints and stop valves, and air valves, etc..
was £371,876, and the Engineer-in-Chief be:
lieved there would he a very considerable sav-
ing on the amount, as the joints and stop
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valves and air valves, etc., required could be
obtained for much less than that sum.

Those are the whole of the particulars in
regard to the prices. i

Mr. Wisox: Have you not let a con- i
tract for jointa?

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC |
WORKS: Yes, at £1 2s. 6d. each. Tem-
ders were obtained from the two contrac- |
tors for the supply of these joint rinmgs.
Mephan Ferguson tendered at 17s. 6d for
joint rings for pipes of smaller diameter
than 30 inches, but it was decided to ac-
cept tenders at £1 2s. 6d. for pipes of
30-inch diameter. It is accordingly spe- ,
cified, in Mephan Ferguson's contract,
that the width shall be increased an inch,
the cost of production being thereby in-
creased.

Mr. Grorge: The simple joints are the
best part of the contract.

Tee  DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: With regard to that, I have
given hon. members the whole of the
faocts and reascms which prompted the
Government to decide upon these ten-
ders; and we must remember that, al-
though much has been said with regard
to the Government deciding to accept the
tenders, yet these are the lowest tenders
out of 13 received, 8 of them bheing
received from different parts of the world, .
and all very much higher than these ten-
ders.

Mr. Gecree: You never asked anyone
else to tender for that pipe.

Tus DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The Government considered
they were acting in the interests of the
country in adopting this pipe ; and, after
all, T think every member will agree that
the price at which this pipe is to be made
under this agreement means that it will
cost more to produce this length of pipe
than a rivetted pipe would cost, for the
reason that the plates which are to be |
used are the length of 28 feet and 4 feet
wide, whereas if we were putting in a
rivetted pipe, the ordinary plates would,
according to the prices current in the cir-
culars of English manufacturers, be the |
plates used.  Reference har been made
to the circulars issued bv different manu-
facturers in England, as to the prices of
plates; and assuming that the price, zc-
cordine to those circulars, to be £5 18s,
6d. a ton for mild steel plates, which could
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- difficulty in doing it.
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be procured with great ease no doubt for
making into pipes, the probability is
there would be some additional cost
caused by the length of plate being 23
feet; so that the price quoted in these
circulars is not.a fair criterion of what
the proper price would be if quoted for
pipes of this size.  We all know that an
increased length involves an increase in
price ; and without going into the ques-
tion of the cost of plates, which we may
take to be £5 18 6d. o ton according to
the carrent quotations, we say that is a
matter for the coniractor to seeto, It is
provided in the tender that we have to
pay £8 bs. a ton fur plates put on board,
and that is the rrice we are assured by
the contractor these plates will cost ; but if
the plates do not cost £8 5s. aton, we will
take care that the price is not going to
be advanced, and as we have to take off
74 per cent., that reduces the cost of the
plates to £7 8s. per ton on hoard, so
that we would advance only on the value
of the plates put on shipboard. We have
to consider alse that a change in market
rates might go against us, for if iron or
steel went up in price, we should be putin
a little difficulty ; but, as nearly as we can,
the Government will gsee that they are to
get full value before any advance iz made
to the contractors. We have agreed to
pay 924 per cent. upon the value of the
plates sunnlied. I may point out, in re-
ference to these details, that the contract
has not yet been signed on behalf of the
Government, that only two parties have
signed it as yet, the Government having
one month in which to sign it; and if
at the end of the month we do not sign
it, the contract will be off.  If, during
that time, we can see that any detail can
be arranged or mcdified, there will be no
I had expected a
wire from London to-night on this mat-
ter : but it has not come to hand, and I
cannot speak so definitely on it as I hoped
to be able to-do.  As to the extent of
the advance, we have T} per cent. off
from the price of shipment at home, also
71 per cent. deducted on the plates de-
livered at Midland Junction. The de
ductions altogether, under three different
items, reduce the amount payable by £1]
a ton taken off by way of retention moner,
and this amount is retained until it
reaches 5 per cent. of the total amount
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of the contract; so that by the time it
renches i per cent., the contractor begins
to receive the balance in full ; but by that
time we shall have £25,000 of retention
uwoney in hand for cach contract, so that
we shall be well protected. The weakest
point will ke the first advance, and that
is one in which we must protect the
country, hy doing all we can to see that
the value we pay on the plates at home
we must get full value for; and, if we
find there is a difficulty in regard to the
matter, we can yet determine it with the
contractor,  With regard to the value
of the plates, I may say that every plate
has to be passed and stamped by our own
inspector at home before we take de-
livery, and has to undergo a most rigid
inspection by our inspector to stand the
testa described in the conditions, before
the plate is handed over to us. We re-
ceive the plates from the mills after the
plates have been passed by our inapector ;
consequently we shall be responsible for
the plates from the time they are de-
livered, and we do not ‘hold the contrac-
tor responsible after they are delivered on
shipboard.  There is also the hammer
test, which has to he undergone here after
delivery, and if any pipe, when received
here, does not stand the hammer test, it
will be rejected and another will have to
he supplied. The different clauses of
the contract are too lengthy to go into i
this House. ’

Mg. Morax: You reserve your right
to reject bad plates here, when received
from your own contractor, who builds the
pipes.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: Yes; but we expect that, if
the plates are proverly inspected before
shipment, we need aot be anvious about

the delivery of defective plates here; but.

if there is anvthing like duplicity in re-
gard to substitutine other plates on chip-
hoard, we have the power at this end to
teject any plates which do not satisfac-
torilv angwer the tests.  Ordinarily.
there mav not he anv reason for rejection

Mr. Georee: If you ingist on a good
brand of plate, there is not likely to he
any cheating on the part of the manu-
facturers.

Twe  DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS : We helicve we shall get a good
plate.  With regard to the insurance

(ASSEMBLY.
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question, referred to by the member for
East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran), he did draw
my attention to the question of handing
the insurance policy over te the contrac-
tor here.  Hon. members know we have
to adopt this course in ordinary business
transactions of the kind, and that goods
cannot be obtained for delivery unless
some methed of handing over to the party
is adopted for the purpose of clearing at
the Customs. That is the ordinary
course taken, and it will be followed here
8o as to enable the contractor to get his
plates through the Customs and release
them,

Mg, Morax : That is no reason why you
should have the worse end.

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS .
We know that in ordinary business, things
have to be done through an agent or n
bank, where material is hypothecated,
and that to release the maierinl a certain
procedure has to be gone through. I have
already pointed out that, if there is any
thing objectionable in_the terms of the
contract, it will be looked into before the
contract is finally signed. In regard to
the question generally, the House having
committed itself to the carrying out of
this work, we should in the ordinary
courge have gone on with the construe-
tion of the work, and nothing more would
have been heard of it except as to the
progress made from time to time, and 1
believe that both this House and the
country would have been satisfied with
that courgse. But the hon. member who
brought forward this motion has thought
it necessary to say that the confirmation
of the House must first be given hefore
the work can proceed. This course. while
causing some delay, will have its advant-
ares, becauge we are able once more to
clear the air and bring again before hon.
members the full particulars in regard to
this matter, in which no doubt hon. mem-
bers feel great interest ; and I think this
iz an advantage. With regard to the
technical matters, those are questions
which are more for the professional hranch
of the department to deal with than for
the Minister. But I think, generally.
provided we gee that everything has been
properly done, and that we also see that
the work is to be in hand and is to be
carried out satisfactorily, that is all the
House really expects the Government to
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do,
the way in which this contract is pro-
posed to be let.

[22 SEpTEMBER, 1898.]

As I pointed out just

now, I am sure—af least I hope the -

House will agree with me—that con-
fidence must be placed in the Government
to accept the contracts. This is the ordi:
nary course of things when a railway is
to be constructed. We do not come down
to the House, and ask whether we are
going to build a railway, after it has been
authorized by Parliament. We simply
accept the contract, and the work com-
mences. The next thing that we hear of
is that the affair is progressing, and the
House is perfectly satisfied. But here,
it seems to me, there is some doubt as
to what is being done, or what should be
done. As T said just now, I do not know
that course is necessary in this instance ;
but, having brought the matter Dbefore
the House, I'say that the full explanation
given, as it has been given, should con-
vince the House that the Government have
only one object in view—to carry out the
work as economically as possible, and to
the greatest advantage. We want to pro-
ceed with the work as quickly as we can:
and, if we do not proceed with this work
with some despatch, it will be hung up
again for some time to come, and the re
sult will be disastrons to this country.
Now, I think we have up to the present
so far committed ourselves by making
a. commencement with different parts of
the work; and, although it has been
pointed out that delays have ensued. I
think that, in a measure, the obstruction
which has been oftered by some hon.
members in this House——

Mgr. Geonoe: Not obstruction.

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
I take it that the ebstruction has been re-
sponsible for the delay. If it had not
been for those delays, the work would
have been further advanced, and we would
have hed the whole matter in & more ad-
vanced stage than it is at present, at a
more opportune time. The work would
have been in a fair way to completion.

Mg. Leare: You have had two years
in which to get your finances into a mud-
dle.

Tug DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS :
With regard to the question as to whether
the whole scheme is or is not necessary,
that is a matter that has been dealt with
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Much has been said with regard te | so often that there is no need to say any-

thing about it. But I would like to point
out that allusion has recently been made
to what may be termed the conservation

. of water on the fields, by people who

stated that all that is necessary is to
dig or provide tamks or reservoirs for the
purpose of conserving water. Now, [
say thet the conditions on the goldfields
are entirely unfavourable to this means of
supplying water. Already the Govern-
ment have expended a large sum of money
at the request of the people on the fields
for this purpose: and what has been the
result!  This year the tanks so fre-
quently altuded to by members of this
Houze as being overflowing are, some of
them, absolutely dry, whilst others have
very little water in them ; and this, T am
afraid, will be their condition very fre
quently ; and, if we are to depend on this
source of supply, I am afraid we shall be
depending on a most unreliable source.
Not only have tanks been constructed
around Coolgardie and Ealgoorlie, but
they have been placed in other positions
on the fields; and the result has been
most unsatisfactory up to the present
time. Of course, we shall have a time
in the future when there will be the same
heavy falls of rain which we at one time
experienced, and those tanks will be filled :
Lut such seasons only come periodically.
Mr. MoreaNs: Once every ten years.
Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKES : -
To depend on such an uncertain supply
as this points to the fact that, if we in-
tend to do se, there is no possible chance
of prosperity on those fields. What we
want, especially in places like Coolgardie
and Kalgoorlie, is a large supply of water.
such as we intend to supply by this
scheme; and those who know anything
of the districts around Coolgardie and
Kalgoorlie will bear me out in this, that
there are numbers of mines there which
only require water now to develop them :
and if we have that water supplied at the
price at which it is intended it shall be
supplied, it must be most advantageous
to the whole country. With regard to
the point of the member for East Cool-
gardie (Mr. Moran) respecting the distri-
bution of water, I may say that of course
it has always heen stated that this
is o scheme for the convevance of
water to Coolgardie.  The district
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was at one time termed the Cool-
gardie goldfields, and the name has |
been retained. Consequently, the differ-
ent centres now existing around the field
were not mentioned in detail in speaking
of the scheme ; but it wag always under-
stood that the water would be conveyed '
to Kalgoorlie; and arrangements will be
made, and have been made in this con-
tract, if necessary, for the supply of pipes
at the same price per ton, but of a smaller
size if required, for the purpose of having
a main laid between Coolgardie and Kal-
goorlie. Then again, we have the ques-
tion of reticulation. That is one, too,
which, no doubt, will receive due consider-
*ation when if is necessary to deal with
it.
Mgr. Moran:
tion of all. ..
Tne DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORES: :
It is n question which will not be lost
sight of because it should be considered
even at the present juncture.
which requires every consideration, for
we have to distribute the water, even if
we only tnke it to the outskirts or boun-
daries of the different mining properties ;
and that, I take it, is the proportion of
the work which the Government wilthave
to cury out, and then it will Le for

It ie the biggest ques-

It is one -
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Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
They are to be wroughi sieel—welded.
There is one point I overlooked in regard
to the price of the pipes. The price of
the pipes delivered at Midland Junction
will be £13 7s 8d. a ton. That is about
the price,

Ma. Moroaxs: That is cheap.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS :
That is, I consider, a low prce.

Mr. Georce: How do you make that
out?

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
The quantity of pipes delivered there
will amount to 76,550 tons, and the
price will come out about £13 7s. 8d. per
ton,

Mr. Groroe: That will be right, then.

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
There is another point which has been
lost sight of in this discussion; that is,
the locking-bar which forms a portion of
the pipe, and will require to be separately
manufactured. It will probably cost
very much more in the same ratio than
the pipe itself.

MR. Moroans: 60 per cent. more.

MR. WiLson: Nothing of the sort.

Mr. Georee: Nonsense. -

Taa DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS :

- And if it comes into the colony manufac-

the companies to have their smaller re- .

ticulating pipes laid from the point to
which we take it to the boundaries
‘of their properties,
which are receiving every atiention now
from the Engineer-in-Chief, so that we
have not lost sight of the necessity of
making provision, early in the day, for
the distribution mentioned by the hon.
member,

Mr. Leage: What allowance has
been made for the contractor’s probable
claim for extras on the contract?

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS -
There cannot be very much in the way of
extras on a plain pipe.

Mg. Leage: Cannot there! You mever
hiad o contrect yet that you did not have
smothered with extras.

Tre DTRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
That is all right.

Twue PreMiER: There are no extras on
a pipe.

Mr. Georos: Are the joinings to be
cast or wroughtf

These are matters !

tured, it will, of course, have to pay the
duty which is payable on any portion of
this material when it comes in & com-
plete state ; therefore, if it ia brought in
tt. that way, it will have to pay duty as a
ranufactured article.

Mz. [LLINGWORTH:
manufactured artiolel

Mi. Wison o It is plain.

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
It will be planed. '

Mr. Oromax: It is rolled just the same
ar a plate,

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS :
T hardly think there is any necessity for
me to deal further with this question. |
liave given all the information, I think,
that T can give with regard to it ; and, as
so much has heen said from time to time
in reference to fhe general question, that
is one which I will leave other hon. mew-
Lers to deal with. T think mv friend. the
member for Coolzardie (Mr. Morgans), is
well able to place before the House, should
the necessity arise, the abzolute need for
this water supply ; and I think that I may

Is a rolled bhar a
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conclude my reasons by reading—if it
will not tire hon. members—an extract
from the Golden Age of the 17th August,
writien after the matter was previously
decided in this House. When the last
motion was brought before this House,
as to the question of dealing with this
matter by private contract, the Age
said : —

As the time draws near for the acceptance
of the tenders for the pipes required for the
Cooleardie water scheme, we natprally feel
a little anxious that no hitch will occur to
cause delay. 'There has already been too much
procrastination, owing, in a large measure, to
the obstructive tactics of certain indiv.duals.
If the work were half finished now, as it
ought to be, we are confident that the cloud
of depression hanging over the colony would
be showing a break with the light cum'ng
through. We say depression, because there is
no blinking the fact that business is slow
and money is scarce.  Yet, if the water schome
were well in hand, we repeat that we believe
things would be on the mend. Under the
present dreary wait, we cannot hope for a Te-
turn of briskness and enterprise; and the
chances are that we shall not see this desirable
state of things for some time yet. There
are any number of good “shows” in the dis-
trict, but capitalists are disinclined to touch
them, simply because thev do not sez any im-
mediate prospect of cheap and large extraction
of gold. Even the mines which are equipped
with batteries are hampered by the lack of
water ; and altbough some of them have laid
down two, three, or four miles of pipes, the
supply is unsatisfactory and uncertain, It is
an axiom of mining that you must have cheap
and abundant water, and it is apparent to &
novice that 10dwt. and 15dwt. ore will not pay
when, in addition to various other impositions,
water has to be purchased at so much per
hundred gallons. On this subject it is amus'ng
to read the curiosities of eastern critics, whe

do not understand the conditions under which -

we are living. The other dav we noticed that
one of these writers emphasised & condemna-
tion of the water scheme by stating that ths
people would never consent to pay 3s. 6d. per
1,000 gallons. When it is remember-d that
at this moment & thousand eatlons of water
costs £3 5s. in Coolgardie, £5 at Kalgoorlie,
snd £6 at Kanowna, the absurdity of saying
that we would not pay 3s. 6d. for that quan-
tity must stand out as an opinion~ted silhouette.
The most economical familv uses 100 gallons
per week, which, at 6s. 6d., rrpresents £1b
183, a year. At 3s. 6d., the same quantity
would cost 24s. 6d ; so that, if the con-
sumer doubled the sonsumption, the outlay
for a twe've-month would only amount ta
£2 93 These Enstern critics talk as if it
were an irrigation scheme; but the onlv irri-
gation likely to be undertaken iz that con-
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nected with the dilutirn of whiskv, and that .

will not run into a heavv tax.
the Government, the Parliament, and all whom

Weo can assure
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it may concern, that the people of the goid-
fields will bé delighted to get water at Ss
6d., or even 5s. per thous-nd ga'len-.

MRr. WiLson: Who is the writer!

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORES:
It is from the Golden Age,

Mr. Morax: That paper has since died,
from failure of the heart’s action.

Tue DIRECTOR. OF PUBLIC WORKES:
I think those who know the fields will
ngree with this extract. Another thing
we must remember is that we have = ent
a large sum of money in having public
works carried out on the fields.

Mr. Leaks: Is that a Coolgardie or
Ealgoorlie paper?

Tne DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
A Coolgardie paper. It may be interest-
ing to hon. members to know that, un to
date, out of consolidated revenue, about
£800,000 has been expended upon the
eastern goldfields, in public works in
differeut parts of the fields, and upon rail-
ways an amount of £315,000 has been
vxpended.

Mr. Tuuveworta: Thet is loan money.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS :
So the expenditure up to date has been
something like £1,700,000 upon thess
fields ‘n connection with railways and
other public workse. After the Govern-
ment have expended se large an amount
upon these fields, surely we are not going
to back down when we have come to this
important turning point; but rather we
will decide to go on with the acheme, and
to add still further to the wealth of these
fields by following up those great enter-
prises we have undertaken with this
work which is so important in the in-
terests of the fields. I think there are
nct two oninions about it. We have
every evidence that the work ig most ne-
erseary © and all I can -say s
that the sooner the House disposes of thia
motion and allows the Government to
proceed with the work, the soomer we
shall rean the advantage of the enterprise
shown by the people, and indicate the
confidence this House has in the country,
and in its prosperity.

Mar. CONNOR (East Kimberlev): It
will be in the memorv of some members
that I was one of the first to move in
the matter of the necessitv of a water
supply to the eastern goldfields, when I
proposed here that artesian boring
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should be tried. Unfortunately that at-
tempt bas failed, and the next best
thing under the necessities thet exist is
the scheme before the House. I was not
in favour of this scheme some time ego,
but within the last fortnight I have had
s trip to the eastern poldfields—
Kanowna, Kalgoorlie, and Coolgardie—
and it came home to me that if we can-
oot supply the eastern goldfields, not
only for three or six months but for the
whole year, with the water necessary teo
carry out the crushing operations, there
will be a collapse in this colony. It
amounts to this: are we or are we not
going to have wages paid to a large
wage-earning populationi If we have
not & water supply there, we will be able
probably in a good season to keep the
population the same as at present for a
few months; but after the rainfall, and
the water tonserved from the rainfall
has been exhausted there, what are the
people to do? If this scheme can be
carried out—and we have the opinion of
our Engineer-in-Chief, and of a very im-
portant board of engineers in Londen,
that it can—and if we are able o sup-
ply Coolgardie and Ealgoorlie and the
eastern goldfields generally with plenty
of water for orushing purposes, I
say no matter what the risks are, it is
our bounden duty to save the country
by undertaking those risks, Outside
Coolgardie, within a radius of a few
miles, T think I counted 23 mines that
are shut down.

Mr. GeoroB: For want of gold or
water ¢
Mgr. CONNOR: Want of water. If

those 23 mines could be supplied with
water go that they could crush through-
out the year, how much would it add to
the population of the colony, not only in
regard to the people working on the mines,
but families that would come heret Iwill
not take up the time of the House, be-
cause all the details have been discussed
over and over again. But I repeat that
if it is possible to obtain the necessary
supply of water, we shovld de so. I
do not think the member for East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Holmes) is serious in ask-
ing the House to delay this scheme. I
am sure before the clock strikes the hour
of midnight, we will heer him get up
and say he is sorry he introduced the
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motion. I am satisfied that if he does
not do so, he would wish te, but pos-
sibly his sense of modesty may prevent
him from saying, “I am sorry I brought
this forward, and I would withdraw it
if I could.” I am certain that he, be
ing the representative of a large por-
tion of the labourers of this country,
would be the last to block the scheme,
which, I say, will be, or ought to be,
almost the salvation of the mining in-
dustry.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray): I must say
I am pleased indeed that the Director
of Public Works has made it possible
for us to meet together with a feeling
of regret that there hag been any fric-
tion between us. With regard to the
question before the House, T really do
not think members will be found to sub-
scribe to the principle laid down by the
member who has just spoken, who avers
that no matter what risks may stare
ug in the face, we must go on with the
scheme because we are pledged to it.

Mg. Corwor: I did not say that. F
said, because it was necessary.

Mr. GEORGE: I do not think what I
said was an unfair deduction from the
remarks of the hon. member, At any
rate, I have no desire to be unfair. One
may speak rather generally on this mat-
ter irrespective of the Coolgardie water
scheme. Surely if Parliament in its
wisdom some time ago, or even now,
decided upon a ascheme, and subsequent
events occurred which made it undesir-
able that the scheme should be pone on
with, it would, at any rate, be well for
us to pause, and not to say that, no mat-
ter what rigks stared us in the face, we
should proceed with the undertaking. I
may bring the matter down to a level
which is perhaps more within our ken
than the Coolgardie water scheme. Sup-
posing anyone thought his business pro-
grossing profitably, and he desired to
obtain some conveniences regarding per-
sonal affairs, but suddenly discovered
that, from some cause, the money at his
disposal was not so grest as he had
imagined, it would be consistent and
prudent of him to look the position in
the face, and put off what he had in-
tended to carry out.

Mg. Corvor: Suppose he killed himeelf

by it?
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Mk, GEORGE: Suicide is not allowed
by law, and I think the hon. member is,
like myself, too full-blooded to commit
suicide, either politically or personally.
With regard to the remarks of the Direc-
tor of Public Works, I must say he has
gomne very fully into the subject; and the
only matter, or st least one of the matters,

for regret is that it is imposgsible for mem- |

bers to form anything like a just opinion
upon such a mass of figures, unless they
have an opportunity of studying them,

I do not wish members to infer for a

single moment that these figures have
been got ready for the occasion. I take

it that they are honest figures, and that |
they are figures by which the department,

at any rate, will have to be judged as the
scheme goes on. I also take it that if this
House in its wisdom decides that the
scheme shall continue, it will be impere-
tive upon every member of this House,
or any future House, if at all patriotic,
to help the Government of the day in for-
warding it. When we have decided em-
phatically upon a matter, we should act
shoulder-to-shoulder to push the thing

forward, whatever our fears, and whatever .
I am free to .

the consequences may be.
confess, with regard to the type of pipe,

that if it has been proved to the satis- °

faction of the engineers, that the present
type of pipe, known as the Ferguson type,
is the best—that is, that it will fulfil the
conditions, and ie not likely to break or
burst under the pressure put upon it—and
other things of a practical nature have
been fulfilled, the Government are wise

in adopting a pipe by which friction has ,

been reduced to a minimum.
Mr. Morgans: What is your opinion?

Mg. GEORGE: My opinion about that
pipe is that, if the locking part will resist

the pressure, and if provisions for dealing :

with expansion .and contraction are pro-
perly carried out, it iy, with the exception
of the welded pipe, the best pipe I have
ever seen. It would be less than just if
I did not say that. If the engineers are
satisfied on that point, we cannot go
against it, Where I do join issue on with
regard to this matter is that the Govern-
ment called for tenders for certain pipes,
and accepted tenders for others. It may

be & better pipe, and I believe it to be so, |

if it will stand the tests of which I have
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spoken ; but, at the same time, if the de-
partment decided that this was the pipe
they would obtain, their only honourable
course would have been to invite tenders
throughout the world for that pipe.

Tue Premier: That pipe was patented
here,

Mr. WiLson: The question is whether
the pipe is good or not.

Mr. GEORGE: I have not risen on
this occasion to attempt to pick flaws in
. the scheme, but to give expression to an
apinion which I think my experience gives
me e right to. I believe I am the only
person in the House engaged in con-
tracting for irom-work, with whish 1
have been connected since I left achool ;
and if, during that time, I have gained
anything, it has not only been the respect
of my employers, but respect among other
I may not have the
respect of the House, but I will endeavour
to earn it.

At 6.30 p.m, the Sppaggr left the chair.
At 7.30 the SpreAEER resumed the chair.

In my
previous remarks, [ was replying to a
. question put by the member for East
Kimberley (Mr. Connor) as to what is my
opinion of this pipe. My anawer is that,
if the pipe fulfile the conditions of perfect
safety, freedom from bursting and from
, leakage, it is about the best pipe I know
of, with the exception of the welded kind.
It is only just to say that. In desling
i with this matter from the point of view
. stated by the mover of this motion, it is
really taking a new departure in connec-
tion with calling for tenders for any work
authorised by Parliament, that the tend-
ers received should be adjudicated upon
practically by the Parliament of the coun-
try. That is a course which should not
be countenanced, if there were mot some
great question of principle at stake If
it were a question of an ordinary contract
| in connection with the construction of a
, Tailway or other large work, and that it
 was incumbent on the House to criticise
| the details of the tenders submitted, then
I
|

i Mr. GEORGE (resuming):

the position would be intolerable to mem-
bers of this House, because to do so with
| advantage to the country would require
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that the
Parliament must be considerably enlarg-
ed, and they ought properly im such a
¢cage to pass an examination in the man-
ner of conducting commeircial business

[ASSEMBLY.

qualifications of members of

and with regard to the carrying out of .

large works under contract; otherwise
the eriticisms would deal only with gen-
eralities, and there conld he no practical
result. But I understand the reason why
the mover of this motion has raised the
question in this form was that this great
scheme might go forth once wore with
the distinct apprgval of this House; and
if thought desirable that the scheme
should be delayed or be further consider-
ed, the House should have the opportun-
ity to take that course. When the hon.
member brought forward his motion in
that way he was justified, in my opinion,
and was acting within his rights: there-
fore I think it was not right on
the part of any hon. member, however
exalted his position, to ask what qualii-
cations the mover had for arresting ihis
work and insisting on criticising 1t
afresh, or what mandate he had t.r taking
upon himeslf the raising of this nnpcr-
tant question again. T say that m
matters of this kind we stand on ar equal
platform in this House, that the Premier
iz simply one member amongst other
members, and that it is not right for any
member to throw stomes at another mem-
her when acting within the rights which
belong to every member of this House.
If there is no other result from this motion
than that the House will decide to go
forward with the scheme, then the de-
bate cannot he considered to have been
anvthing but useful; hecause we have
- had laid before us by the Director of
Puhlic Works some statistics and figures
which are interesting, and will be
useful for future reference as the work
proceeds, and they will show the position
that Parliament to-day takes with regard
to the scheme. If the motion were car-
ried, T take it that the Premier would
abandon the scheme. It follows natur-

allv. on the other hand that, if the .

motion he defeated, the Premier will have
got the sign manual of Parlinment once
more to po ahead with the scheme.

Therefore there should he no srumbling .
. off, by saying it ix not done in this place
. or not in the other, just to suit his case.

rhout the course which has heen taken
in reising the question again on this
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motion. It has been said that we have
not the money to carry out the scaem:
anl fulfil our other obligations. The
Premier does not say he has the mon:y,
for though he savs he hag a million and
a quarter available, he forgets to teil us
it has been necessary during the iast few
weeke Lo reappropriate no less ikan
£470,000 from other works for the i ur-
pose of carrying on certain undertagings.
Therefore, 5o far as the independent mem-
bers of this House are concerned, we have
nothing to warrant us in concluding that
the £170,000 reappropriated a few weeks
a2 is the end of the reappropriation, so
far as loan moneys under the control of
the Government are concerned. We
have no such guarantee; and, seeing that
is 80, and I do not think it can be dis-
puted, I say we have & right to view the
situation carefully before we finally taks
a plunge; bLecause the effect must be, if
the scheme is not successful, that it wil}
place a milletone of debt upon this small
population; but if, on the other hani,
the scheme does succeed, it may probably
realise the sanguine expectations which
the Premier has again placed before us.
Desling with the conditions of tenders, 1
cannot see why. in the drawing up of :he
conditions, there should be a departure
from the usual conditions under which
contracts are let and tenders called for
in the other colonies, and that a cash de-
posit of substantial amount should rot
be insisted upon. We are told that the
two lowest tenderers have to enter
into a personal bond to carry out
their contracts. 1 have nothing to zay
against the probity or the financial status
of either of the two contracting firms;
and I think it only fair to say that, if
they undertnke the work, they will ke
likely to carry out their contracts whether
a cash depnsit is insisted on or not, be-
cause, apart from their known standing
as manuircturers, they have a very fair
thing in these contracts, and no one will
begrudge them of it. But I fail to see
why the usual conditions should not have
been carried out.

Tur PREMIER:
country.

Mr. GEORGE: The right hon. gentle-
man always has a way of putting things

It is not usual in this
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Western Australia is more important to °

me than England. This scheme invclves
contracts for large amounts; and natur-
ally those who have to carry out the mak-
ing of these pipes will have to put dewn
expensive plant and erect expensive build-
ings in the celony. That is undeniable.
At the same time, the Government have
no lien upon the plant—none whatever ;
and if it should happen to suit the book of
either of those contractors to aban-
don their undertaking

Tre PreumiBr: It would be oure.
have & bill of sale over it.

We '

Mr. GEORGE: That is not stated in °

the tenders, or in the conditions of con-
tract.

Tun Premier: It is always done.

Me. GEORGE: Let us know what is
done now. It is not in these conditions
of contract.

THE PreMIER : You are not sure of that.

Mz, GEORGE : It is not there.

Tue Premier: One place specified is
our own land: and, in respect of the
other, we already have a conveyance of
the land. -

Ma. GEORGE : H the Premier has par-
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Tae Premier: Not at all.  You cannoi
do it.

Mr. GEORGE: If any hon. member
does not know what “squirm” is, he now
has an opportunity of seeing the right
hon. gentleman “squirm” as he walks
out of his seat. I was saying that I see
no reason why the ordinary condiiions
of contract should not have been carried
out. If it is necessary, in the case of
a railway contract extending to £50,000
or £100,000, to impose stringent condi-
tions on the contractor, surely in a mat-_
ter of this sort, on which the existence
of the country as a whole is
staked, and on which the existence of
Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie and the neigh-
bouring places are doubly staked, surely
there should be no possibility of any-
loophole for any mistake with regard to
the carrying out of this contract. I
believe even the Premier, when he is
not squirming, will agree with me on
that. Now, there is a condition in this
contract with regard to the retention
money; snd [ have no hesitation in

- saying that there is no more unjust thing

ticulars in his possession which he has -

not thought fit to put before the House
until they are dragged from him, T can
understand the situation,
from my point of view, and I think I have
bad far more experience in contracting
than «ue Premier

Tue PremiER: Oh, we will look out.

Mr. GEORGE: Oh, the right hon. gen-
tleman will look out.  If the House wants
my opinion, I will say straight that I
would like to have a share in those con-
tracts ; and, if so, I could break through
those conditions of contract easily and
successfully.

Hov. 8. Burr : Why did you not
tender?

Mr. GEORGE: The Director of Pub-
Jic Works will perhaps be able to answer
that question. =~ When the debate has
proceeded a little further, I will be able
to answer it also.

Tur Premier: Let us have it

Me. GEQORGE : Oh, you ghall know. I
always notice that if any member of this

House is getting what we vulgarly term '

“home” on the Premier, the right hon.
gentieman squirms.

Speaking '

that I know of in connection with & con-
tract Wthan going in for this retention
moeney. It is unjust for the contractor;
it is unfair to the person who lets the
contract ; and it will be far more fair,
and far better, if a cash deposit is
required ; and, if the cash deposited at

. the start ‘of the oontraat is sufficient,

: there is no necessity for this retemtion

money. And I will tell the Premier,
who, of course, knows nothing about it,
that, as far ag this retention money is
concerned, it is always duly provided for
in the making up of a contract. It has
heen etated by some hon. members, and
also by come of the newspapers, that the
contractors are likely to make a big
profit out of the pipes ot £8 D0s. per
ton. Now, I do not think it is pos-
sible for any of the newspapers in ques-
tion, or any members of this House, to
be able to tell what profit, if any, the
contractors will make on the plates.
Anyone who has ‘been connected with
the iron trade, and has had to buy
quantities of plates, will know that iron
works which are capable of rolling steel
plates 28ft. by 4ft., which necessarily
means that a plate must be rolled 30ft.
by 4ft. 6in. so that it may be ulti-
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mately sheared to its proper size, are | me that is not an unfair amount to

few and far between; and, moreover, the
quality of material which is to be used
in the manufacture of these plates, so
a8 to retain the heat while they are be-
ing rolled out to that large size, must
be so good that ordinary material would
be of very little service. Anyone who
has had practical experience with regard
to iron menufacture will agree with me
on that. It is possible and probable
that, in connection with these plates,
these gentlemen may have a profit of
say from 10s. to 15s. per ton; and, if
- they do have that, it is not an unfair
amount of profit in connection with the
quantity of material they have to deal
with. Therefore on that point, at any
rate, I am not inclined to severely ecriti-
cise the Government. But I think, if,
after having gone into the matter, they
find that £8 5s, is too much—if they can
readily ascertain it, they would be act-
ing wisely if they got that £8 3s. reduced
to what they think is a fair thing. I do
not say they ought to cut it down to
bed rock, because 1 do not think that
would be just to the contractors, who, if
they go to the trouble of making the
contracts for the supply of these plates,
are entitled to e fair share of the profits.
Coming to the question of freight, I do
not thiak it is such a big item as has
been made out. If you take the ordinary
sailing ship freight, or steamer freight,
for the matter of that, you are not likely
to get it under 22s 6d. or 26s. per ton;
and it must be remembered that the
throwing of from 70,000 te 80,000 tons
of freight upon the shipping market at
home is not likely to be conducive to
low freights: it ie more likely to have
& tendency to harden the market. But,
even supposing that only 22s 6d. or 25s.
has to be paid, there are primage and var-
ious other ezpenses, which will make
the total freight ahout 30s. per ton;
then add to- that 10s. Bd., representing
railage and wharfage at Fremantle, and
the stacking at Midland Junction, which
is worth about 2s. 6d. per ton, and all this
comes to £2 5s. 2d. ; therefore the differ-
ence between thet and £2 10s. is not
great. Tt is simply a fair working
margin of profit. I am trying to approach
this, if I possibly can, from an unpre-
judiced point of view, and it seems to

allow ; and if the conditions of contract
with regard to the deposit are such that
there can be no question ab all that
the contractors will carry out their con-
tracts, and make those pipes and deliver
them on the sites 'as they are required,
1 do not see that we need have much
more to say on the matter. But I would
like to point out that the price per ton
of these finisheéd pipes, we are told by
the Director of Public Works, is £13 7s.
8d.; and that the quantity is 76,550
tons. Well, if you take from £13 Ts
8d. the sum of £10 18s., which is the
amount to be paid under this contract,
that leaves you the sum of £2 12s 8d.
per ton to manufacture the pipes, pro-
vide buildings and plant, pay wages, and
make a profit. That is the margin left.
And if you take that rate on the 76,550
tons, it gives you the sum of £201,581
out of which is to come the erection of
buildiags, the providing of plant, depre-
ciation, wages, interest, and profit. Now
what does that leave for us? What is &
fair itemr to take for that, to say what is
going to be spent for wages? I think it
is not unfair to say that if you take 25
per cent. of that £201,000 off to provide
for those wages, profit, and all, that is
only £50,000 ; so I am not allowing them
very much profit, because, when you take
plant and buildings and depreciation out
of it, that leaves us £150,000 to be paid
in wages for the manufacture of these
pipes. Now, the point I am endeavour-
ing to make, and will make, is this: the
Premier has told us—and he is no doubt
sincere, hut I do not think he has had
these figures put before him in this way
—he has told us that this scheme will
give an immense amount of employment
in Western Australia—such an amount
that it will practically dissipate the
dulness that we now have in bueiness.
T hope it will do so; but I want to point
out that the amount spent in wages upon
this scheme is not nearly so much as he
thinks,

THe Preyier: What about the laying
of the pipesi

Mr. GEORGE : I will come to thatif you
will wait. There is £150,000 wages for
making the pipes. For the laying, jointing,
including excavation and filling up, there is
£200,000; for meking reservoirs there
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is £70,000, which will not be all wages,
probably about £50,000 will be wages;
and then there it laying the distribating
maing—cost of laying estimated at
£170,000 ; and, if you take £30,000 of
that for wages, that is a very fair margin.
That is & grand total of £470,90J for
wages ; and that is all the wages of the
Coolgardie water scheme; and recollest,
this sum is to spread over something like
three years. That means £150,000 per
annum. Hon. members must know that
in our large timber concessions—or say
two of them—the amount of wages paid
almost equals this. Take anything like
large railway contract—the Cue or Mul-
lewa contract—the amount of wages paid
in connection with those contracts is
nearly as much as this £150,000 & year
which has to be spent on the Coolgardie
water scheme; therefore it is starcely
accurate—that is a mild way of putting it
—it is scarcely accurate to argue that we
must carry out the scheme because the
amount of wages that has to be spent will
regenerate our present dulness of trade,
and make Western Australia flourish.
There is another little matter to which I
want to refer: thatiswithregard to the
one and a quarter millions of cash we are
supposed to have in hand. We are sup-
posed to have available something like a
million of money for this water scheme;
and we also have on hand, ag against that,
a million of Treasury bills that have to be
met next year; and, if I understand the
right hon. gentleman correctly, that mil-
lionr of Treasury bills will have to be met
by another loan; and by that time, or
ghortly afterwards, it will be necessary
to raise a further loan in connection with
this Coolgardie water scheme. Now,
though I do not wish to pose as a finan-
cier, it seems to me that, within the next
two or three years, we will have to go to
the London market, or somewhere el:a,
for something like two or three millions
of money to carry us on

Mr. IrurvgworTE : More than that.

Mr. GEORGE: Well; you know the
figures better than I do; but say between
two and three millions. And what price
are we likely to have to pay? If T under-
stand rightly, we will have to pay a verv
substantial discount on that large amount
of money in order to get cash to keep onr
credit square.
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MR. Moneaxs: About 6 per cent. dis-
couns.

Ma. GEORGE: Well, £6 upon £100,
when it runs into millions, is a big thing.

A Memper: That is a low rate of
interest.

Mr. GEORGE: Even if it were only
1 per cent.,, the sum would be consider-
able, If you get only 94 sovereigns out
of 100, you have only 94 to spend instead
of 100. We have a right to look at the
matter in all its aspeets; but I will leave
the financial points to members who under-
stand them better. The member for East
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) spoke about a
meeting at Kalgoorlie at which, as far as
apne could understand, there were repre-
sentatives from all parts of the goldfields.

Mz. Moraaxs: All except Coolgardie.

Mr. GEORGE: Apparently they were
the chiefs of representative bodies. These
men should receive a very great check
from the inhabitants of the goldfields
towns, which should be quite as outspoken
as was the member for the particular dis-
trict (Mr. Mornn), and as I have no doubt
will be the opinion expressed by the mem-
ber for Coolgardie {(Mr. Morgans). We
are pledging our credit and reizing our
money for the purpose of giving what the
goldfields people say they need ; and this
iz not the time to talk about separation
and flouting the Government and the Par-
liament of the country. The member for
East Coolgardie has been man enough to
say that Parliament has dealt generously
with the goldfields, and I am of opinion
that he seid nothing but the truth in con-
nection with the matter. I assert, not
only on my own behalf but for a number
of wembers, that Tarliament will
always act penerously towards the gold-
fields, so long as they act justly owards
the other parts of the colony. Whatever
our differences may be, we try to act fairly
to the colony, and certainly to the gold-
fields, which have been the main factor
of our prosperity. But when there comes
this talk about separation, I think mem-
bers should put their considering cap on,
and say, “If these men are fair representa-
tives of the goldfields, are we justified in
carrying out the scheme?’ I am sure the
member for Coolgardie is not in accord
with the persons whe were at that meet-
ing. I have thought it necessary to give
| expression to my view om that subject.
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Little remains for me to say except that
from the time I joined this House I have
always set my Face agninst party Govern-
ment. and if there is one thing which this
gession has shown more than another it
is the evil of party Governmeni We
know perfectly well that the last vote on
this subject was taken, not on the ques-
tion of the Coolgardie water scheme, but
on that of keeping the present occupants
of the Treasury bench in their seats.
Whilst [ have not the slightest ill-feeling
towards the Premier, or any of his ool
leagues—for I recognise they ore
honourable and honest men, trying to do
their best according to their lights—TI say,
when it comes to an important question
like this, we should be able to exercise our
independence and judgment, and not be
told that if we do so, and the vote goes
against the Government, the Government
will resign. Although in the last debate
I was prepared to keep the right hon.
gentleman in his place, T think the time
bas come for us to consider whether, in
keeping him there, we are not paying toe
heavy a price for the couniry to bear.
The cost of this sclieme, and other schemes
placed bLefore the country, in regard to
which we have been treated with threats
of resignation, amounts to something like
£3,000,000 or £4,000,000, and there is
ne man in Western Australia whom it will
pay this colony to keep in office at such
a price. This, to my mind, shows the
utter farce of attempting to have party
Government. For my paxt, if it is neces-
sary to keep the right hon. pgentleman
in his place, or necessary that he should
draw the emoluments of office, I would
be prepared to vote for a permanent sum
of £23,000 to be invested in English con-
gole for the purpose, if that were needed.
—I do not think it is needed, but I put
before members the question of the pro-
stitution of their understandings, and the
threat that unless they vote in the way
the Government wish, the Government wili
resign. It is asking the country to place
o value on the right hon. gentleman of
between £3,000,000 and £4,000,000,
which T do not think he would fetch if he
were put up to auction. In conclusion, I
have simply to say T shall not vote for

[ASSEMBLY.]

the scheme to-night, for the simple reason |
that I do not believe it prudent to do so. -
I believe the scheme can be carried out
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as far as engineering is concerned, and
that the waier can be got to Coolgardie;
but at the present stage of our finaneral
affairs, and viewing the situation as
broadly as I can, T do not think I would
be right in voting for the acceptance of
these tenders. If the circumstances of the
colony were the same as two years ago,
when things were booming and we had
plenty of money, I should have less hesi-
tation about this scheme; but when I
record my vote, it will be simply on
account of the position of the finances of
the colony, and not because I am against
the scheme.

AMENDMENT PROPORED,

Mr. MORGANS {Coclgardie): 1 have
an amendment to propose, although I in-
tend first to speak to the motion before
the House. I would like to say, before
dealing with the question at issue, I re-
gret it has been found necessary for a
member sitling so near to me on this
gide of the House to propose a vote of
want of confidence in the Governmeni.

.The motion which the hon. member has

introduced cannot be classified in any
other way, and I would like to congratu-
late the member for Albany (Mr. Leake)
on having such a worthy supperter on
this side of the Chamber. I hope if the
motion is lost, the member for Albany
will not feel that the member for Fre-
mantle has not done his level best. The
member for East Fremantle stated in his
speech, I believe—although I had not the
pleasure of listening to it—that he con-
sidered this House had a right to inter-
fere with the letting of this contract. 1
think it is quite clear to the minds of all
members present that such is not the
usual course, to say the least of it ; and,
go far as this particular instance is con-
cerned, it must be admitted that the Gov-
ernment have been authorised on two oc-
casions, by a special vote, to carry out
this work. They are armed with a full
authority in every sense of the word to
carry it out, vet now the hon. member
sugpests that the calling for tenders or
acceptance of contracts is & concern which
this House should have a further power
of interference ip.

Mg, Leage: Altersd circumstances.
Mr. MORGANS: My friend says “al
tered circumstances,” but 1 do not know
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where they are. I am not aware of any
myself ; but, supposing the circumstances
are altered, I contend that when once .the
House authorises the Government to do
a certain work, the Government are per-
fectly justified in carrying it out; and it
is not reasonable to suggest that the
House should take any part in the ques-
tion of letting these contracts. The hon.
member said, in the latter part of hix
speech, that he wished to delay the carry-
ing out of thia scheme. [t iz something
to know that he only wishes to delay it,
and does not want to kill it altogether.
On behalf of the goldfields I beg to tender
the warmest thanks of the inhahitants
to one of the members for Fremantle
for being good enough to assert that he
does not wish to kill the scheme, but only
wishes to delay it. I am sure they will
be very thankful to know he has no such
sinister designs upon this important work,
upon which their life and energy so much
depend. But, when the hon. member
tells us he only proposes to delay the work,
he reminds me of & person who invited
people to & repast and put before them
empty plates, afterwards congratulating
them upon what they had been able to
get, and upon the way in which they had
enjoyed themselves. Nobody knows bet-
ter than the hon. member that if this
scheme is once delayed, aand if once the
Government are prevented from carry-
ing out thiz contract, or from accepting
tenders for these pipes, and puiting this
great work in hand, it will never be carried
out, at least for many years to come;
and notwithstanding his assurance that
the object he has in view is only to delay
the work, I am sure that as a practical
man of che world, he must see and under-
stand that the position he takes up in
this matter will, if he is successful, mean
the death of this scheme at least for a
considerabie time. I do not consider it
needful for us to debate any further
whether or not this scheme is required,
for 80 many clear proofs have been
brought before us as to its absolute ne-
cessity. Its necessity has been abund-
antly proved. If the hon. member wili
for one moment reflect upon his position
as member for Fremantle, he will, I think,
realize that the attitude he takes up with
regard to this water scheme is incomsis-
tent. The hon. member desires to lead
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this House to believe that his sole
| reagon for trying to kill the scheme ‘s
| that he considers the finances of the
. country are in such a state that they will
not justify going on with it. I am nct
prepared to accept that position, nor that
argument, because I noticed the other
night that when a question arose as to
apportioning £150,000 out of loan
moneys to the purpose of carrying out
the Fremantle harbour works, the hon,
member did not raise the slightest objec-
tion, That overpowering spirit of
economy now exhibited sagainst this
water scheme was entirely abseni that
night. When it becomes a question of
pouring out hundreds of thousands upon
Fremantle everything is all right, and the
hon. member has no objection what-
ever to any amount of expenditure on be-
half of that port. If his intentions are
really what he would lead us to believe,
he should have raised some objection to
the expenditure of £150,000 on further
works al Fremantle harbour hecause it
ia possible to do without that expenditure
at the present time.

M. ILuanvewortE: The work has been
begun.

Mg. Moran: So has the Coolgardie
water scheme.

Mg. MORGANS: We are told the har.
bor works are so far advanced that actu-
ally German steamers are arriving in the

port.

Mr. Doserry: A pity they were not
British.

Mr. MORGANS: I am quite prepar-

ed to admit that further expenditure on
the Fremantls harbour works is equally
desirable; but if members are going ‘o
for a policy of economy, then I say that
further expenditure on even that import-
ant work might have been delayed for one
or two years, because the port has heen
sufticiently improved to make it of use
to the colony. Therefore, if we are not
going on this principle of economy, 1
would like the member for East Freman-
tle to be a little more consistent in his
position, and when questions arise re-
garding the expenditure of money I would
like him to see that other places as well
as Fremantle deserve some considera-
tion at the hands of the Government. If
economising is to be done, let it be car-
ried out all round in a fair way. The
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hon. member tells us this scheme isgoing
to end in disaster. I would like to ask
him whether he means from an engineer-
ing point of view, or a financial one.

Mr. Houues: Financial.

Mr, MORGANS: With regard to the
engineering part of the argument, the
House has been satisfied for months, and
even for years, that the scheme is quite
practicable. Turning to the financial
part, the hon. member has said that from
this point of view the scheme will be a
disaster. It could be a disaster only if it
did oot realise the anticipations of the
Government,

Mg, (ILuNewoRTH: Supposing
could not get it finished?

Mr. MORGANS: That is not a finan-
cial question. I do not recognise it ax
such.

Mr. IuuivewortH: I do.

Mr. MORGANS: The hon. member
aaks & question which seems to have no
peint in it whatever. We assume and wu
know the credit of the colony is so good,
that it is firmly and well established in
London, and in every part of the world,
notwithstanding all that may be zaid to
the contrary in this House ; and we know
that, with a history of not many years
of commerce and trade, with a gold-
mining industry that is only some six
years old, this colony iz now placed in
the proud position of being the greatest
gold-producing colony on this continent.
A colony with a population of 170,000
people can borrow in London on nearly
the same terms as the great colony of
New South Wales, which has a much
larger population, which has a revenue of
something like 10 millions per annum,
and which has been established something
like & century.

MR. ILLINGWORTH :
debt

Mr. MORGANS: It hae a public debt
averaging about the same rate per head
a3 the debt of this colony.

THe Presier : That is it

Me. MORGANS: T say that ne hon.
member can assert that the credit of this
country is not well established, in the
face of the fact that we can actually bor-
rowv money in the London market on
practically the same terms as the oldesv
colony on this continent. What better
proof can this House or can anyone de-

we

But what is the
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gire, than the fact I have stated! I re-
member that, in the first speech I had
the honour of making in this Assembly,
I said it was unreasonable for this colony
to expect to borrow money at 3 per cent,,
and I say that now. If this colony can
borrow money even at 4 per cent., or 3},
considering the circumstances of the
colony at the present time, we shall be
doing very well. The faci that we can
borrow at 3 per cent. with & minimum of
92 is a proof that the credit of the colony
is good indeed.

Mr. InuingworrH : Are there no limita-
tions te borrowingt

Mg. MORGANS: 1 think there are cer-
tain limitations; but if a Government
can barrow money at 3 per cent. and in-
vest it at 8 or 9 per cent. it is doing very
well; and I would remind you that our
railways have shown, last year, a profit
of 9 per cent. on the capital outlay.

M=z, Vosper: What are they showing
thig year!

Mgr. MORGANS: They are showing
less this year owing to certain ecircum-
stances over which the Government have
no control. The Government have pro-
posed to spend two and a half millions on
this work, and, so far as we can judge, the
work will cost less than the amount of
the original estimate, for we see that, in
vegard to the lowest tenders for these
pipes, involving about one half of the
total outlay, the price is £170,000 less
than the original estimate. It is true
that since the estimate was framed, a
slight change has been made in the
diameter of the pipes, and a desirable
change it is, as also in the thickness of
the pipes, that being a desirable change
too; but the fact remains that the con-
tract price for these pipes shows a
saving on the whole scheme of £170,000,
as compared with the original estimate.
If we take it for granted, as I do, that
water can be taken to Coolgardie suc-
cessfully, we ghall then have five million
gallons of water a day for disposal ; and,
although I know there are certain mem-
mers here who will join issue with me
about the sale of the water, and will say,
as they have said, that when once the
inhabitants get the water they will not
pay for it, yet I say that is an unjusti-
fiable and ungenerous assumption. What
right have thoss members to aay that the
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inhabitants of the goldfields will not pay
for water when it is supplied to them!?
That statement I look upon, to say the
least, as absolutely unjustifiable and un-
fair.

Mg, Leage: They want to separate
now.
Mr, MORGANS: The inhabitants of

the goldfields know how to carry out their
obligations as well as anyone in this
colony, and if they will not pay for the
water, it will not be supplied to them ;
but I say it ia unreazonmable to as-
sume they will not, and I have never
heard so unreasonable a suggestion made
in connection with any matter. We shall,
a8 | say, have five million gallons of water
a day to dispose of at 3s. 6d. a thousand
gallons, which will cover the coat of the
work ; that is to eay, it will cover interest
on cost and cover a redemption fund for
repaying the whole capital, and, in addi-
tiom, it will cover working expenses. But,
supposing, when the water is supplied to
people on the poldfields, the Govern-
ment find it necessary to charge a little
more for it, I say the inhabitants of the
goldfields are quite prepared to pay more
if necessary, and will pay 5s. a thousand
gallons, and are quite prepared to do it,
if that sum is found to be necessary for
making the scheme payable. If this
scheme is an engineering success, as I
have no doubt it will be, and if you can
diepose of five million gallons of water a
day, then it is absurd for any member of
this House to attempt to claim that the
gcheme will be a dismal failure, as the
mover of the motion expressed it, for he
said the scheme will end in disaster. That
i3 entirely a supposition on his part ; and
with all this information and all this data
before him for forming a practical opinion
on the scheme, I gay he should look care-
fully into it, and make liberal allowances
for the possibilities of the scheme instead
of condemning it wholesale, as he has
done, What we want to show is that the
scheme is neceszary, and I think that has
been shown. Further, we desire to prove
that, if carried out, it will be a financial
sucecess ; and in view of the statement I
have made, I see no reason why any hon.
member should doubt that this scheme

will be a fnancial success. There
is an enormous population on the
goldfields  languishing for  water,
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and every head of the population
there has to pay today nearly
£10 per annum for water for domes-
lic purposes. Therefore, can it be
expected that any working man will
bring his wife and family to settle on
the poldfields, when he has to pay £9 or
£10 a head per snnum for his domestic
water supply? I say it is impossible to
expect that; and the reason that this
great colony to-day is heing denuded of
its rezources and denuded of the gold it
is raising is not the dividends sent home
to British capitalists who have invested
here, but it is denuded by the remittances
of money made by the workingmen em-
ployed here, who support their families
in other countries. I say workingmen
can live in this colony and on the gold-
fields as well as they can live in any other
colony ; but the Government must make
tiie conditions such that the men can re-
gide there with comfort and without ex-
cessive cost ; and I contend that the most
important condition for enabling these
men to settle down with their families
on the goldfields is to provide a safe,
certain, and a cheap supply of domestic
water. I am sure any hon. member whn
studies this question from s fair and im-
partial point of view will admit, notwith-
standing all that has been said about the
wost of food, that this question of a good
and cheap supply of water is far more
important and pressing than a re
duction of food duties. I have shown
in this House that the food duties
on everything except meat in this
colony amount to 6d. per head per week,
and I have pointed out that this is no
reason why working men should not
bring their families to reside in this
colony and on the poldfields. That is
not the reason, but the reason why work-
ing men cannot bring their families to
Weslern Australia is this great question
of domestic water on the goldfields. That
is the essence and the ventre of the whole
gubject. I desire that the House should
remember these facts ; and that it is im-
possible to expect the working popula-
tion of the goldfields to settle down there,
unlgss you give them this supply of
domestic water, which they need and oan
not do without. That is the crux of the
whole question, and it is not for any hon.
member te look upon this question from
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that very narrow point of view that the
colony is rumning the risk of spending
two millions, or say two and a half mil-
lions of money—what for? For the pur-
pose of giving protection and life to the

[ASSEMBLY.

popuiation that is producing 95 per cent. .

of the total wealth of this colony to-day.

The gold export is 90 to 95 per cent. of

the exports of this colony, and that is
the wealth of the country to-day.

Mr. Homes: It does not all come
from Coolgardie.

Mr. MORGANS: Will the hon. mem-
ber explain why he says that? What
is the idea of the hon. member, in tell-
ing me a fact that I know so welll i
should think that nobody in this House
knows where the gold comes from better
than I do, for I know exactly how much
comes from Coolgardie, how much from
Kalgoorlie, and how much from other
parts of the goldfields. I am speaking
now of a scheme which is for the benefif
of the population that is producing this
gold, and I say the case has been well
made out and been proved beyond all
doubt, that the reason why we cannot get
a settled population on the goldfields is
the want of this domestic water. The
mover of this motion made one other re-
mark that seemed strange to me, for he
gaid the miners on the fields had not
taken the trouble to look for water, be-
cause the Government proposed to take
water up there. That is one of the most
astonishing statements I have heard.

Mr A. ForresT: Who made that?

Mr. MORGANS: The member for Bast
Fremantle (Mr. Holmes).

Mg. George: He is a young member.
Let him down lightly.

Mr. MORGANS: He made that state-
ment, and he confirms it now by saying
they did noet make the provision they
would have made. 1 said the same
thing just now, in other words. If they
have made no provision, then how is it
that the yield of gold in the colony has
doubled during the last year? The in-
habitants of the goldfields have simply
been exercising the whole of their energy
to get water enough to run their mills for
crushing the ore, and they have spent
thousands of pounds in sinking shafts
and trying to get water, and, although
in some cases they have got it, yet in
the majority of cases they have not got

|
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it. Tt is absurd for the hon. member
to make such a statement. The proof of
the increase in the output of gold shows
he is entirely wrong, and that, in making
the statement he did, he was certainly
misleading the House. The mover of
the motion made one other remark, that
at the time this scheme was started our
pockets were full and our heads were
swollen.  As to that statement, T know
that in regard to some of the mine
owners of that epoch, their pockets were
pretty empty and now they are fairly full.
I know also that some of the mines, when
the scheme was first talked about, had
all they could do to find wages for pay-
ment on Saturdays, some of them being
amongst the most important mines on
the fields, and now they are in an ex-
ceedingly prosperous position. I am pre-
pared to admit there was a halo of pro-
gperity surrounding the country two years
ago, and there was a mining boom, too.
I slso know that no level-headed busi-
ness man like the hon. member (Mr.
Holmes) would take serious notice of
those things, or allow his head to be
“swollen” at such a time. My head was
not a bit swollen at that time, nor do I
believe that a boowm time would swell the
heads of ordinary men of business.

‘Mz. GEoroE: You have a good qualifi-
cation to be made a Minister. Most of
them get swollen heads.

Mg, MORGANS: I will allow the
Ministers to answer for themselves. I
would like to refer to the meeting of re-
presentatives of the goldfields, held the
other day in Kalgoorlie.

Mr. VosperR: If they had voted the
other way, the representatives would be
all right.

Mr. MORGANS: No. What I noticeis
that there is ome peculiar circumstance
connected with the incident in Kalgoor-
lie, for it was only about three years ago
that the whole of this separation busi-
ness was gone through in Coolgardie,
and, locking down the list of the men
attending this meeting the other day, [
notice that while many of them are men
of the highest respectability, and I am pre-
pared to say all of them are, still it is a
peculiar fact that in the liat of men at-
tending that conference there were o
large number who were mixed up with
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the great separation movementi in Cool-
gardie three years ago.

Mg. Moran: It comes along periodi-
cally.

Mr. MORGANS: No. 1 think these
men move from one prosperous centre to
another. There we meet the names of
gentlemen who were always stumping the
streets of Coolgardie, some three years
ago, demanding separation from Western
Augtralia ; and I believe the member for
North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper) was
there among them.

Mg, Morax: He was there, all right.

Me. MORGANS: I do not think he
would do that now. I notice that nearly
the whole of these men are the samemen
who were formerly carrying on the separ-
ation agitation in Coolgardie. The oc-
casion then was that they were asking
for a railway to Esperance.

Tre Premier: Just when we
the railway to Coolgardie.

Mr. MORGANS: Yes; they were api-
tating for a railway to Esperance.

Tre Premier: That was the thanks
they gave us.

Mr. MORGANS: And I know the Pre-
mier was hissed on getting out at the
station ; that he was hooted at, and vari-
ous other honours were extended to him.

THe Preaner: I was hooted all over
the place.

Mr. MORGANS: It is a strange cir-
cumstance that we now have these same
men in Kalgoorlie, and they are asking
at Kalgoorlie exactly what they formerly
agked for in Coolgardie, with this differ-
ence, that in Coolgardie their proposal
was that the Imperial Government or the
Colonial Secretary should: be approached
with a request that this colony be di-
vided into two parts leaving the greater
and better part to them, and the balance
to the Premier and his friends down in
Perth. They were to form & new Govern-
ment. I do not know who was to be pre-
mier, but the whole thing was fixed up—
premier, Government, and everything
else. :

built

Mr. Morax: 1 think the member for
North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper) was
to be “president.”

Mr. Vosper : The star of the hon. mem-
her (Mr, Morgans) had not risen, in those
days
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M=s. MORGANS: No; it had not ap-
peared on the horizon, because I was not
then in the colony. But I point out this
curious cir¢umstance, that these are the
very salne men now ; and the only dif-
ference in their programime is that, in-
stead of setting up a new Government en-
tirely, and dividing Western Australia
into two countries under separate gov-
ernnients, they are going to annex their
part of the country to South Australin.

Mr. Momran: I do not think Charlie
Kingston wants them,

Mr. MORGANS: There is one thing
upon which I desire to congratulate Cool-
gardie ; that notwithstanding all the agi-
tation and all that was said in Coolgardie
on this separation question, I congratu-
late Coalgardie on the fact that its people
never suggested that they should be tied
on to South Australia. They did want
to have a Government of their own;
and I think that reflects some credit on
Coolgardie as compared te the other
place. Now these gentleman have made
a demand upon the Premier, and have
told him that he was to promise within
seven dajs, I do not know under what
penalty, that there should be a re-distn-
bution of seats. I do not take these
gentlemen seriously, for even amongst
such hair-brained men, some of them, T
do not think you would find one who be-
lieves that any Government or any Pre-
mier in the world would allow himself to
be brow-beaten into an arrangement of
that sort. The thing is too absurd, on
the Fface of it; therefore, I look upon
it as one of the peculiar acts of these men,
of which it is upnecessary to say much.
They want to #et up some kind of agita-
tien for the purpose of calling attention
to themselves,

Mg. InuNgworTH: It is the “umbrella ”
crowd.

Mr. MORGANS: One thing certain is
that they do not represent the common
sense, the prudence, the judgment, and
the working power of the goldfields—they
do not represent these on that particular
proposition, anyway ; and I will venture
to say, so far as this water scheme is con-
cerned, that if you took a plebiscite of
the people on the goldfields next week,
you would find 99 per cent. of the
population in favour of carrying out this
great enterprise at once.
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Mn. Lrage: No.

Mr. MORGANS: I amn prepared to
assert that, in this House. f

Mgn. A, Forrest: I will say 100 per |
cent. i

Mr. GeoroB: Why not take a referen- |
dum throughout the whole country? ‘

Mg. MORGANS: I am speaking of the |
goldfields; and this scheme i& intended |
to benefit the goldfields. The Commis
sioner of Railways made one or two state-
ments I should like to traverse. He said |
the Government had expended, on behalf
of the goldfields, £1,700,000. ) am not
prepared to deny that ; but I do not think !
that is quite a fair way to put it to the
House. I am sure my hon. friend had no
desire to mislead the House in any way :
but to put it in that way is not quite
fair, because I comtend that the ex- |
penditure on the goldfields should have
placed against it, on the other .ide, what |
the goldfields have produced in the way
of the sale of lands and other ways: and
1 contend that if a debtor and creditor ag-
count. were opened as between the gold-
fields and the public exchequer of this
colony, there would be a large balance in
favour of the goldfields.

Mr. A. Formesr: The advantages are
mutual,

Mr. MORGANS: I do not object to
that. The Government have been very
good to us, indeed, for they have made us
railways, and we are content and pleased.
We do not object that our resources should
go into the common exchequer, for we
should all de the hest we can for the
colony. At the same time, I would point
out that a eommunity of 20,000 working
men, or, say 25,000, with a total popula-
tion of 40,000 on the fields, a community
which has really been self-supporting
during the whole of the time it haz been
here deserves some sympathy at the
hands of gentlemen like the member for
East Fremantle (Mr. Holmes); and T do
not think that sympathy should be with-
drawn fromn them, even when an expendi-
ture of two and a half millions is provosed
on their behalf. T think that is ouly
right ; and I even say the Government
should run some risk, although in this
case they run nome, but I say the Gov-
ernment would be justified in ruoming
gome risk in carrying out a scheme of this
kind, for the bhenefit of some 40,000

+ people,
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that Deing about the number
which would be benefited by it. There is
one question with regard to the plates
which I should like to ask. The Director
of Public Works spoke about basic steel
and sacid steel. T should like to know
if he can state the difference between the
two, for I do not understand it.

Tae Theector of PusLic Works:
They are technical expressions I do not
know exactly what the difference is; but
the professional men are in favour of the
acid steel.

Mr. MORGANS: I know what basic
steel is; bub the point I desire to arrive
at is, as the member for the Murray (Mr.
George) properly said, that any manufac-
turer who had to make a plate 28ft. long
by 4ft. wide would paturally have to
charge & much higher price per ton than
one who made plates 9ft. by 3ft. or 8ft.
by 4ft. as the usual size. This is true.
T know from experience there are very
few firms in Fagland whe can make
plates of that size.

Mg, Georoe: It would be about 30it.
by 4ft. Gin.

Mg. MORGANS: Yes; but the finished
plate is about 28ft. by 4ft., and that is a
very large plate. Bome questions have
arisen in connection with the cost of
plates. Ordinary steel plate, I see by the
last quotation for }ir. or 3-16th in, ia
£5 18s. 6d. per ton. That is the lowest
quotation T have seen, and a recent one.
At the present time the iron and steel
market is in a lively condition; and at
any moment there may be £1, or even £2,
per ton added to the price of these plates.
But, taking as a basis £6 per ton, if you
put on to that the extra cost involved in
manufacturing plates 28ft. by 4ft., and
probably another £1 per ton for special
steel, then it seems to me the price fixed
by the Director of Public Works for the
plates is not excessive. I would suggest
thia, and I agree with what the member for
Central Murchison (Mr. Wlingworth) said
in an interjection in connection with this
point, that the plates should be paid for
on the bagis of the invoice ; and, if that is
done, let the manufacturer give a guaran-
teed invoice to the Agent General, show-
ing that so many plates have been
shipped at a certain net price, and then
the Agent-General will advance on that
invoice the full amount, less 74 per cent.
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[u that case, the Government will have a
perfect guarantee, and they need have
no further anxiety about the matter.

Mr. George: They might fairly pay
the invoice value.

Mr. MORGANS: No; I think it is a
proper thing to deduct 74 per cent., be
:augse the Government must have some
ruarantee. Something has been :aid
ibout Mr. Mephan Ferguson’s »atent. 1
know Mr, Fergusen hag patented his pipe
in this colony; but the patent is quite
worthless, because the same type of pipe
was made in England, to my knowledge,
Yight or nine years ago; and [ saw
samples of it at that time, made in ex-
1ctly the same way, with grooved ribs and
:he plates clogsed by hydraulic power, just
1§ in his patent. T do not mean that Mr.
Ferguson has pirated that idea, for lie
may have invented the thing afresh, ns
many other men have done with their
patente.

Mr. Tiuineworta: He may have seen
121 tllustration of the thing somewhere.

‘hat the patent does exist in this celeny,
1nd that is the point. Whether it is good
r bad is another thing, and I state with
svery confidence that nobody could come
10w into this colony and make those pipes
vithout fighting that patentee first.
Fherefore, that is one reason, and a strong
-eason, why the Director of Public Warks
‘hould give this contract to men who con-
ol the patent.

Mn. Gromrop: The Government could
reke the pipes without paying any
-oyalty. .

Mr, MORGANS: Yes; but they are
20t proposing to make pipes, but to have
Lem 1nade by contract, which is a differ-
ant thing, I am perfectly certain the
satent, in a general sense, is worth no-
hing : but yet ite value would have to
1¢ tested in a court. before anyone else
'ould use it ; and I think it is only right
hat this should be pointed out, so that a
«00] reason may be shown why the con-
et was given.  With regard to the
ieint rings, and so on, that matter will no
Tonbt be well looked after. T should hke
® fdd that in the United Stat s nt the
yresent moment petrolenm oil is beiner
'emped a distance of 300 miles, under
t head of 2,400ft. pressure.

Mg, Georen : In one lift]
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Mr. MORGANS: I could not give you
the amount of the lift ; but I am simply
trying to show the House that here we
heve a proposition to pump water about
1he same distance, and under a very much
emaller head than is the cage with that
cil.  We all know that petroleum oil is
q substance which, in its crude state, is
worth about 34d. per gallon; and there-
fore any leakage of such a valuable ma-
terial ag that in being pumped through a
series of pipes would mean a serious loss
sy compared with the leakage of water
through pipes. But it has been found
that notwithstanding the permeable quali-
ties of petroleum, and we know how petro-
lum can penetrate through some very
dense substances, it has been found quite
practicable to pump that oil a distance
of 300 miles, under that head of pressure.
This is a statement of fact, which should
be taken note of by the House, so that
rnemhers may know it is possible to pump
these fluids successfully for thesa long dis-

! tamoes,
Mr. MORCANS: We must remember -

MR. GeoreE: I do not think anyone has
contested that.

Mr. MORGANS : Oh, yes ; many people
have done so. I have had many discus-
sions with hon. members on this very
cuestion. Some have doubted the praec-
ticability of this water scheme.

Mr. Vosprer: They even pump acids
in Queensland for a distance of 24 miles.

Mr. MORGANS: T should like to re-
fer to one circumstance in referemce to a
correspondent. of a London newspaper,
the Keonomist, whe arrived on our eas-
tern goldfields a short time ago for the
i urpose of making a report on the mines.
I may say that ] had the privilege of
meeting that gentleman while he was
there, and I have since had the privilege
«* reading his communiecations and Thig
impressions of the goldfields of Western
Australia. I would like to inforin this
House that T am astonished to find that
many of the statements made by that
gentleman are absolutely at variance with
the facts. It does seem strange that a
paper like the Fconomist, which by the
way s mnot o particularly important
paper, though it has some weight

Mr. Voseer: It is a very trustworthy
paper, is it not? )
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Me. MORGANS : I think it is, to soume
extent ; bat I am going to shew now -hat
in is nov Lrustworthy in many vays.

Mg. Coxvor: Like the Sunday Times.

Mr. MORGANS: I was about to say
that this gentleman—who is quite a
young man, though I am prepared to ad-
toit that he has some general superficial
knowledge, but cannot have been sepa-
rated from his mother’s apron strings
very long, as he is certainly quite
. youth—sent out here by this
great paper for the purpose of criticising
end reporting on the greatest goldfields
on the continent of Australia. He came
out and visited them, and he had rarte
blanche to visit all the mines around Cool-
gardie and Kalgoorlie The managers
opened the doors of the mines to him,
and even went as far as to allow him to
semple their ores and record his opinions.
He has gone back to London, and has

.made one of the most ridiculous, one of

the most erroneous reports upon the Cool-
gardie goldfields that was ever made by
anyone, or that could be made. He has
made statements in regard to the mines
thar are not onlv absclutely false, but
aleolutely ridiculous; And it is difficult
for any man to conceive that a person
peseesging claims to any knowledge as a
mining engineer could possibly put his
per to paper snd make statements with
regard to the mines there that this young
a1l inexperienced man has made.

Mz.. George: He would lose his billet
if he did not make them.

Mg, MORGANS: It is a misfortune for
& paper like the Feonomist to send repre-
sentatives of this kind out to these fields.
I should like to ask hon. gentlemen what
kind of confidence can the readers of the
Ecomomist now vlace in the statements
made by this inexperienced young map,
when they know, as they will find out,
that these statements are asolutely inac-
curate? What will they say? Will they
feel much confidence in the mininx col-
umns of the Ecoremist, when thev find
thay the statements of this young man
arz misleading and ervoneouaf

Mr. Kexxv: They will say you did not
give him a cheque.

Mr. MORGANS: Probably they will:
ard they will be quite right. for T did not
give him one. He s2id nothing abont anv
mine I am interested in, T am very glad
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to 8ay; s0 I am not speaking from anj
feeling with regard to this matter. Hi
did not see any mine in which I have ¢
single share or interest of any kind. Th
Economist is a paper which circulate
amongst investors and various people, ang
it has its weight and influence, althougt
I do not consider it particularly weight,
or influential. This young man has ab
solutely misled the editor of that pape
with regard to the Coolgardie goldfields
and to a large extent with regard to the
Kalgoorlie goldfields also. He has giver
information which is absolutely untruc
and misleading from beginning to end
Yet here is a jourmal represented as being
one which it is safe to follow, with regar
to mining in Western Australia.  The
writer was not satisfied with oriticising
the goldfields, but went further and un
dertook criticism of this water scheme a:
well He said the scheme had been adop
ted for the purpase of providing Cool
gardie with water, and that the peopl
did not want it. That is about the es
sence of it.

A Mzuber : He must have had 2 yan
with the member for East Fremaantle.

Tur PreEmipr: Was it summer time
when he was up there?

Mr. MORGANS: Yes, it was. He sait
they did not want it ; that it was a wilc
scheme, and that the Government o
West Australia were wild in pronosing it

A Mpuser: He is about right.

Mg, MORGANS: That is a matter o
opinion ; but, taking it for granted tha
the Government have done wrong in pro
posing to carry out this- scheme, T say
that a young man, inexperienced nnd in
capable, coming out to a great countr
like Western Australia, staying six week
on the goldfields, and then writing ar
opinion of them and of the water scheme
has certainly more conceit than commor
gense. A man who, after staying si
weeks, can profess to write a report o
the Western Australian poldfields
either very clever, or very, very sense
lesa. This scheme has been looked intc
by the best men in the country, and beer
advocated by most of the business mer
of the gonntry; it is sought after by al
the mining engineers on the fields, ari¢
has been approved by the best ability ol
Western Australia; vet this young mar
comes here and criticises and condemn:



Coolgardie Water Scheme ;

it, writing in the colummns of a London
newspaper against it. I mention this fact
in order to show how littlg reliance can
be placed upon the columns of some of
those big journals in London, and how
careful the public should be in reading
statements in them. I beg to move the
amendment, that stands in my nanie, that
all the words after the word “House” in
line 1 be struck out, and the following
words inserted in lieu thereof: —

It is advisable, in the interests of this colony,
that the Coolgardie goldfields water supply
scheme should be proceeded with at once, and
this House urges the Government to do all
things necessary to expedite the work.

Ma MORAN: I beg to second the
amendment.

Mr. QUINLAN: Perhaps I can claiin
that I have never yet spoken on this sul-
ject, either in public or in private, so far
as to bind myself regarding the advisa-
bility, or otherwise, of the construction .{
this great work. I recognice the grave
responsibility which all members repre-
senting the taxpayers of the country
must feel as to whether this scheme
gshould be carried out or otherwise. 1
have no hesitation in offering an opinion
that the country would be wise in enrry-
ing it out in its entirety. 1 am aware
that with a population such ag we have in
Western Australin at the present time it
is a great weight upon our shoulders;
and [ am also aware of the responasibilities
and risks we are undertakinng relative to
the success of the scheme in the future.
But I feel justified, bearing in mind not
only my own interests, but the intereats
of those 1 represent, in saying it will be
for our welfare to have the work at once
carried into effect, The proposal of the
member for East Fremantle is somewhat
late, seeing that the subject has heen de-
bated at least half-a-dozen tines in this
Amsembly, and has been the principal
tovio of conversation in the colony since
it was first mentioned by the Government.
Notwithstanding what has been zaid by
those who would propose that the work
ghould be carried out by private enter-
prise, the Government are justified in
this undertaking. Outgide the three im-
portant industries—the timber, wool, and
pearl industries—there is not one to be
compared with the mining industry ; and
it is admitted, not only in Australia, but

in every part of the world, that Western
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| Australia has taken a foremost place in
i thig important industry, which we recog-
| nise as baving a great future before it,
and one on which we rely for the future
welfare of the country. We are, 1| assert,
fully justified in this great and arduous
undertaking. It may be argued in refer-
ence to the contract entered upon that
the Government are not sufficiently care-
ful in the proposed terms. I have had
experience in a small way in contracts,
and I take it that it ia a usual condition
to have a certain sum in hand,or a
certain reservation. The member for
North Perth (Mr. Oldham) -and others,
who have business in this direction as con-
tractors, can vouch for the fact that it is
always done ia every contract, whether
large or small, and the Government have,
in this instance, as far as I am able to
underet+md, made =such  ris rysticn.
Therefore, 1 think we need have no appre-
hension on that score. The next thing is
that the manufacture of these pipes will
take place in the colony, which will mean
a large amount of employment. It will
alse mean that those large firms who have
been fortunate enough to obtain the con-
tract will establish themselves here; and
I have no doubt whatever, from the re
sults of offers from various contractors,
not only in Australia, but England and
other places, the Government have ob-
tained at least, if not a bargain, a fair rate.
In regard to the various contracts about
to be entered upon, the Government have
made certain variations with, I presume,
the advice of the Engineer-in-Chief, who
ought to be a competent authority on such
a subject ; and [.believe they have made
a good bargain. So far as I can learn,
provigion has been made in relation to
one of the bozeys raised by those opposed
to this scheme. I refer to the expansion
or contraction which might take place in
the laying of these pipes. The general
feeling of the community is that, should
the Government not earry out this scheme
at once, it would be a fell blow to the
country, and the interests of mining, be-
caute it would have the effect of making
people think there ir no faith in our min-
ing industry, or the future of the colony.

M. Georer: It simply means there is
no money in the colony.

Ms. QUINLAN: The money will be

raieed unquestionably. If we cry “stink-
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ing fish,” we shall not be alle to raisz: the
money.

Mg, George: It is not crying “stinking
fish.” Everybody knows the state of the
colony.

Mr. QUINLAN: I believe in the future
of the country, and feel more confidence :

than ever in regard to this scheme.
Nothing can give greater confidence to
capitalists in England, from whom we de
sire to borrow for this and other works
necessary for the future prosperity of the
country, than the fact that we ourselves,
who are here at the very door of the gold-
fields, have faith and confidence, and are
willing to risk our all in this great na-
tional undertaking. We have embarked,
or agreed to embark, upon this scheme,
and if we were now to retrace our steps
it would be said we had no confidence in
the country, and were willing to sur-
render it to croskers and those who feel
that the bottom will fall out of it. An
important matter, to my mind, has al
ways been, and must always be, the ques-
tion of the quantity of water we can sup-
ply ; and those who are competent to ex-
press an opinion upon the subject have no
hesitation in saying the rainfall
is  sufficient. The engineers have
taken the mecessary precaution, and can
now say we shall have the quantity of
water required per dav, per month, <r
per annum, to supply the Coolgerdie gold-
fields. We have then the question of
consumption, and I understand that at
present the people on the goldfields are
willing to pay £3 per 1.000 galor=
Suppo-ing the Government fix the charre
at 3g. 6d., I think we peed have no fear
as to being able to provide for both in
terest and sinking fund, and assuming
we had to charge 10s., the Government
would have the matter well in hand
Then there is the question of supply
along the route through which these
pipes pass, and that is & material item
regarding that portion of the colony
which has not been blessed by nature.
Unfortunately in Western Australia we
are not able to boast of the means pro-
vided by nature such as they have in
other portions of Australia, and there-
fore we have to fall back upon some arti-
ficial means. After the consideration
given to the subject, and the investiga-

I
~val or reversal
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land, by competent engineers, and those
who are able to express an opinion,
think we are fully justified in this under-
taking. If we are now able to provide the
city of Perth, which is 22 miles distant
from the reservoir that supplies us with
water, surely we need not hesitate about
supplying the goldfields. We were told
& year or 50 ago by the Commissioner of
Railways that two months’ water cost
£49,000. Assuming that we had to pay
£100,000 for a six months’ supply for
railway purposes alope—and I am basing
this upon the assumption that we wight
have a bad season, or one not to be com-
pared with the present—that amount
would be sufficient to provide interest
and sinking fund upon the £2,000,000
for a year. This is something to-
wards the outlay we would oe
put to, and the difference we could
almost feel assured would be made
up on the goldfields alone ; and although
this amount would place a considerable
increase of taxation on the population,
and while I may claim to be one who is
very cautious in business matters and
nearly a croaker in many things, yet I
am hold enough to say I have no fear
in regard to this immense scheme, and
I think the country need not fear its be-
ing undertaken by the Government. I
am indebted to the member for Coclgar-
die (Mr. Morgans) for a deal of informa-
tion in regard to the matter; and al-
though I have felt that we had passed
the stace when it was necessarv to cop-
Aid-r whether th~ eountr requived this
ach ‘me or not, ~et the fact that some
don't hns bren thrown on the nec~<sity
for this scheme, or the intention of Par-
lianient to go on with it, has caused alarm
throughout this city and the country
generally. I hope to-night will settle the
question, and that the scheme will not
occupy the attention of this House any
longer, I am prepared to support the
amendnmient, and hope it will put this
question to rest ance for all

Mr. VOSPER (North-East Coclgardie):
1 notice that the debate has wandered
away from the subject of the original mo-
tion. As far as I understand it, there
is & proposal to Lring under the con-
gideration of the House the appro-
of the action of the

tion made not only here but in Eng- | Government in having arranged to
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aceept tenders for the construction of
the pipes and for works in connection
with the Coolgardie goldfields water
scheme; nnd bhon. members have wan-
dered from the subject, for we have goue
through separation, fedzration, annexa
tion, and vituperation; and it seems the
whole question has become extremely
complicnted, without necessity. When 1
gaw the motion tabled, I did not think I
was to be called on to vote as to whether
the scheme as a whole should be ex-
tinguished or be gone on with; and I
never imagined that the motion was an
attempt to wipe out the scheme alto-
gether, for 1 thought it was intended that
this House should have some control over
the acceptance of tenders in connection
with the most important work which the
Australian colonies have ever undertaken.
I contend that we cannot possibly be too
careful in dealing with a scheme of this
magnitude, and consequently 1 am pre-
pared fo vote for the motion; but, on
the other hand, we have an amendment
by the member for Coolgardie (Mr. Mor-
gans), urging the Government to pro-
ceed with the scheme immediately. I
stated in this House, only recently, that
I was anxious the Government should go
on with this scheme; and I find myself
‘now placed in the anomalous position of
being able to vote for the amendment,
and also for the motion. I cannot un-
derstand why all the merits and demerits
of the scheme should be dragged into
the question again.

Tre Previen: You should remember
the speech with which the mover intro-
duced the subject.

Mgr. VOSPER: I was not aware of
that. Having explained the peculiarly
anomalous position in which I find my-
gelf, I may say, in reference to the re-
marks on the Coolzardie convention made
by the member for East Coolgardie (Mr.
Moran), it is not necessary for me to say
anything about the proposed annexation
of the goldfields to South Australia, for
that is not within the pale of prac

tical politics, but 1 would like to
make a protest anpainst what was
said this evening by the member

for East Coolgardie in reference to

that convention. It was sugpested that
the Government would be in some depree
justified in deferring this scheme or with-
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drawing it, simply because the people
on the goldfields had thought fit to take
n certain action. I do say it is & highly’
improper thing, and a most grossly irre-
gular and reprehensible proceeding, for
the Government to say that, because
persons take up political views which
the Government do not approve of,
therefore the Government will not pro-
ceed with certain public works. People
on the poldfields have surely s
right to air their political grievancea

Mg. Moran: They refuse the work it-
gelf, necessarily so, by their action.

Mr VOSPER: I do not think the Con-
vention has done that; or, if so, it has
exceeded the power with which it was
entrusted. As far as the claim for re
distribution of seats is concerned, it is a
perfectly just claim.

* MR. Morax: No one denies that.

Mz. VOSPER: I do mnot think any
goidfields member will vote against such
a proposition, and I do not think the
goldfields convention ghould be mede to
srifer for opinions which we all share.

MM=&. Moran: We do not shere opinions
oo that question,

Mr. VOSPER: I it be true that =
plebiscite of the pgoldfields would
show that 99 per cent. of the peo-
ple on the ficlds are in favour of this
water scheme, so I zay a plebiscite would
equally show that 99 per cent. of the
people are in favour of a redistribution
of seats. I shall vote for the amend-
ment on this question before the House,
because it is essential for the prosperity
of the country that this scheme should
uot hang fire any longer, end it is about
time the colony should be in earnest
on the question, and if it is not so it
will make us the laughing-stock of the
world at large. On the other hand, if
we confine ourselves purely to the quew
tien of the motion itself, and merely ask
that the House should be allowed to ex-
amine the tenders and give advice ta the
Government before any tenders are
finally accepted, then the motion will be
inocuous. If the amemdment is not
carried, I shall vote for the motion.

Mr. WILSON (Canning): My views
on the Coolgardie water scheme are 80
well known, that it will require very few
words to drive home the argument I have

: made in this House over and over again
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render documents given them for value v |

ceived—why they should surrender them
to anybody.

Tue DimreEcror of Prsuc WORES:
That is under the insurance provision.

Mr. WILSON: There is no need for
that. We need not surrender. That
word “surrender” appears to me a very
ugly term. When I surrender a thing,
I give up all hold on it, all control of it.
The Government are to absolutely give
up this security. 1 do not ree why docu-
ments of such enormous value should be
given back to the contractors.

Tae Premier: All the shipments will
not come ab once.

Mr. WILSON: But a cargo of those
plates will mean a lot of money. I see
no reagon why these shipments should
not be cleared by the Government of-
ficials, or why the documents should not
be sent to the Government agents at Fre-
mantle, Surely the contractor need not
pass the entries.

Tae Prexmr : I agree with you that we
roust be very careful.

Mgr. WILSON: Money can be raised
on such documents.

Mr. Moreer: Not much, in the circum-
stances.

Mer. WILSON: Paragraph 11 deals
with the advance payment to be made
in the old country. We are to advance
£8 bu per length, I think,

Tre Direcror oF PuBLic WoRgs:
No; per ton.

Mgr. WILSON: We are to advance £8
bs. per ton of plates and bars shipped in
respect of this contract. It has been
pointed out by previous speakers that
this appears to be rather excessive—more
than the f.o.b. value. The Director of
Public Works interjected then that he
could vary it, and that he would see to
it. If that condition can be altered, why
cannot these other matters be altered in
the contract?
a provision of that description, and
simply abvance the f.o.bh. value, I take it
he can alter the other terms of the con-
tract. I, for one, shall be very sorry to
gee o clause of this description remain in
the contract. It ought to be clearly laid
down that the sum advanced agninst the
raw material shall be the cost f.o.h,

If the Minister can alter .
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Tue Direcror oF Pusuic WoRgs:
Suppose there is a riee in the cest of
plates?

Mr. WILSOXN: Make the £8 s your
mazimum, and make the minimum the
f.0.b. cost.

Tue Director oF Pusuic WoORks:
Oh, that is right—"heads I win; tails
you lose.”

Mg WILSON : It strikes me the Direc-
tor of Public Works will have some dit-
ficulty in varying this agreement. It
appears to me tc be pretty complete, and
all signed and sealed and delivered, as
far as the contractors are concerned. 1
hope he will find it as easy to alter as he
thinks. There is only one other matter
in connection with this contract; that
18, the question of the joint rings, amount-
ing to about £35,000 in value, having
been let without calling for tenders.

Tue Director oF PuBu¢ WoRks:
The amount is £70,000.

Mr, WILSON: I think that ought not
tc take place. Of course, I can quite
understand that, when you are discuss-
ing with contractors a matter involv-
ing a million of money, you are apt to
think very lightly of £70,000; but, i1
you take a £70,000 contract alone, you
are apt vo think it is a pretty big con-
tract. They have no right to let a con-
tract of £70,000 without calling public
tenders within the colony and outside of
it ; and, further, I would like to point out
that, to my mind, the price for these
joint rings will leave a very handsome
profit.

Tue Direoror oF Pupnic WoREs:

' It is o wrought steel ring, you know.

Mr. WILSON: I know. I have
roughed it up, and I consider there will
be a handsome profit; indeed, I should
not be surprised tosee from £13,000 1o
£20,000 profit on the contract; and,
what i3 wore, some of our existing engi-
neering worke in the colony would have
taken up the contract. Why mnot give
them a chance! Why give this contract
to men to whom we have already given
such a large order?

Tue Direcror oF PoBuic WoREs:
Yew; lutwehold these men responsible
tor their rings and everything else. We
suy te them: “You are respomsible for

~ the lot.”
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Mgp. WILSON: You cap hold every-
bedy responsible. At any rate, you
sLould Liave put this up to public compe-
tition We have no right to let contracts
privately; and we do not know where
such things will end. 1 believe the
wembers of the Forrest Ministry are
Lure in their motives and in their actions ;
tul they do not know where corruption
creeps in, and if they let contracts for
£75,000 aithout caliing for public ten-
ders, corruption will creep in some day or
somehow. They are opening the door to
i, and must not be surprised if it stares
them in the face. I consider the mem-
ber for East Fremantle (Mr. Holmes) was
p rfecty j-<titi d in boinz.ng oowar  his
motion. I consider the speech of the
Director of Public Works absolutely
proved the justice and necessity of the
motion ; and I consider, further, that his
interjections, and the little conversations
ije has had with me across the House,
have also proved that it is a good thing
this contract has been brought into the
Chamber and discussed here. We cannot
tave loo much ventilation of a matter of
this magnitude. Certninly it would not

te considered a large work in the old
country, where contracts amounting to
iillions are entered into almost every

month ; but for a country with a small
population such as in Western Australia,
we caonot but consider it a very large
undertaking, and one we cannot be too
careful in consenting to. 1 hope the
Director of Public Works, when he finds
he can alter the clauses and conditions of
this contract, will take these matters into
careful consideretion, gnd see that the
contract is altered accordingly, eo that the
interests of the country may be duly safe-
guarded. 1 further Thope he will not
ratify the proposed contract for the joint
vings, but will call further tenders, and
give other foundries a chance of spply-
ing the large quantity of material em-
braced in this £70,000 order.

Mr. OLDHAM (North Perth): Hon,
meinbers who have addressed themselves
to this question have for the most part
been somewhat discursive in dealing with
it.  Prom what I understand of the mo-
tion, it does not mean that the mover
desires to place any obstruction in the
way of this scheme being carried out.
I thiok it is generally considered, by the

[22 SerreEMBER, 1898.]

Debate on Tenders. 1927

House and the country, that some sys-
tem of water supply for the goldfields is
absolutely necessary; and all we are at
variance upon is asto what ische method
by which we shall supply the goldfields
people with water for doraestic purpases,
and supply the mines for extracting gold.
We are all agreed upon that; and, as I
lpok through the remarks 1 made lagt
gession, I find 1 then stated that it was
desirable that the Government, rather
than private enterorise, should centrol
this water auply. I have not changed
iy 0 jnion in that cewir ct one iota. |
uclieve now, as [ Leli.ved then, that it
woud be unwise for tue Gov.orp.ient ol
this co.ntry 10 | lace the con.rol of the
great mining ind.ustry of this co.ony in
the hands of a private company; and
that is what it would iuean, if we were
to give over this water supply to private
enterprise.  Any person or any com-
pany having the power at any time to
interfere with the working of this scheme,
to practically turn off the tap when the
mines were’ in the midst of their onera-
tions, would hold the key of the situa-
tion. Bul yet the motion which is be-
fore the House is not pledging us to
abandon the scheme. The motion has
my entire and hearty support, for it
says, “No tender for the supply of pipes
for the Coolgardie water scheme should
be accepted without the approval of this
House.” 1 think that is a proper course
for this House to adopt. Surely there
cannot be any objection to the fullest in-
formntion being laid on the table and
given to hon. members, before they see
the country pledged to this large ex-
penditure of momney. I recognice this
as a somewhat unusual course for the
Government and the House to adopt;
but we are dealing with unusual circum-
stances.  We all know that the custom
has been folloved—not in every case—
the custom of accepting the lowest ten-
der has been followed in most cases, but
not in every case, without any further re-
ference to this House. But we have
built railways before. ~ We have built
a Mint before: we have built an Obser-
vatory; and I suppose that, if we keep
the Forrest Ministry in office, .re shall
build them again.
Mg. Ituxgworra: And ball-rooms.
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Mr. OLDHAM: Yes; I supposs we
shall have more ball-rooms. But we
have never buile a Coolgardie water
scheme; and it seems to me that the
motion hefore the House is one deserv-
ing of the support of every member whe
i3 desirous, not of blocking or killing the
scheme, but of eliciting the fullest pos-
sible information that can be obtained
concerning it.

Mg, Mowoer: All will not agree with
you there.

Mr. OLDHAM : I knaw the hon. mem-
be: who has just interjected will not agree
with me there. The hon. member is
not allowed to do so.

Mr. Domerrr: You may thank your
leader for that.

Mr. Moxoer: From whom do [ take
my instructions?

Mgr. OLDHAM: Hon. gentlemen op-
posite are, as a rule, like u flock of sheep,
always ready to follow the bell-wether.
The member for Coolgardie {Mr. Mor-
gane), who charges other people with ob-
jecting to everything and never support-
ing anything, is himeelf always prepared
to support everything. Nothing is too
wild, nothing teo mad, nothing too ex-
travagant, for the hon. member who re-
presents the most important town on
the goldfields to support—he will support
anything, especially if it goes anywhere
near Coolgardie. I would like to point
out to that bon. memher’s constituenrs,
and to make some reference, for their
benefit, to one or two remarks he has
made to-night with respect to his com-
parison between the food duties and che
water-supply. He stated, and I think
his arithmetic is wrong, though I accept
it for the purposesof my argument, that
the food duties mean only 6d. per week
per head of the population.

M=r. Donerry: That is right.

Mr. OLDHAM : One hon. member
says that is right; but 1 think I heard
him state during last session, or if it was
not he it was one of the goldfields mem-
bers, or perhaps it was stated this :es-
gion, that if these food duties were re-
moved we thould immediately have a -e-
duction of wages on the goldfields.

Mg, Donerry: I did not say that.

Mr. OLDHAM: Someone from the
galdfields stated that the mine-owners
were only desirous of getting the food
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duties removed so that they would have
an opportunity of reducing wages. The
hon. member (Mr. Morgans% ot his friends
seem (o me to have proved conclusively
that, if 6d. per week is going to be used
as an excuse for the reduction of wages,
how much more excuse will there be when
you reduce the cost of living by means
of this water supply scheme by 1Us. per
week per head? If there iz any truth in
the assumption that the removal of the
food duties would regult in a reduction
of wages, then the people on the gold-
fields must clearly recognise that they
will have a reduction of wages as soon as
they get the water up to Coolgardie.

Tue Presier: They will have some
comfort, any way.

Mg. OLDHAM : The hon. member (Mr.
Morgans) seemed to me to be very in-
nocent in bhis comparisons. He endea-
voured to show, in dealing with the ques-
tion of pumping, that the Coclgardic
water scheme was bound to be a financial
success, because in America they pump
petroleum oil a distance of 300 miles. 1
suppose we are all agreed that, so far as
the mechanical or engineering portion of
this work is concerned, it can be done,
and that it i3 only 2 matter of money.
But there iy a great difference beiween
pumping an article worth 33d. a gallon
300 miles, and pumping an article worth
only 3s. 6d. & thousand gallons 300
miles. Whilst the operation c¢ould not
but be profitable in the one case, we may
question whether it would pay to pump
an article worth only 3s, 6d. a thousand
gallons the same distance. I am sur
priged at the insidious arguments used
by hon. members for the purpose of get-
ting this motion rejected, and the amend-
ment of the member for Coolgardie car-
ried ; and [ am also surprised at the way
in which members represent that a large
amount of employment will be given by
adopting this scheme. Working mea are
not zo simple as to believe that this ex-
penditure of money is going to provide
them with employment. The working
classes of my constituency fully recognise
that the expenditure might find them
employment, but they also recognise
that, if the money is not expended judi-
ciously, it cannot be good for them inthe
long run—that it cannot be good for the
people who are going to stop in the colony.
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The carrying out of this work may provide
temporary employment for a number of
people, but surely hon. members will see
that if some of those ornaments which
the Government have put in various
quarters of the colony had not been erec-
ted, money would have been expended
in other directions which would have
been more beneficial to the bulk of the
community. I am perfectiy prepared to
support the Government in carrying out
this scheme. I recognise as well as any
representative of the goldfields that it is
absolutely necessary people on the fields
ghould have a good supply of water ; but
surely the Government can have no ob-
jection to laying on the table of the House
the fullegt information possible before
they enter into this contract. The hon.
nmember who submitted this motion has
rendered rood service to the country, even
though the motion be rejected. If the
Comumissioner of Railways will accept a
suggestion from hon. members on the
Opposition side of the House, he will hesi-
tate before he pives those people, whoever
they are—Mr. Mephan Ferguson or
Messrs. Hoskins—the contract for the
joints. There are manufacturers ip the
colony who can manufacture these joints
quite as well as Mr. Mephan Ferguson,
and it would be beneficial if the work
could be distributed to some extent over
various portions of the colony. I have
no hesitation in saying, that in various
portions of my constituency there are men
who are skilled in this particular class
of work, and that this work might be
given to them instead of going to the
Midland Junction or some other place.
With these few words I leave the matter.
I intend to vote for the motion, not that
I have any intention of blocking the
scheme, but only for the purpose of elicit-
ing the fullest information possible.

Me. WALTER JAMES (East Perth):
On several occesions on which this mat-
ter has been before the House, except
perhaps the first occasion, I have not ad-
dressed myself to the question. At first
I thought we were perhaps commiiting
ourselves to a work which was greater
and more burdensome than our shoulders
could bear. Whether the result will or
will not justify the anticipations of the
Government, and I hope most sincerely it
will, yet I would prefer to see this burden-
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some respongibility placed upon other
shoulders. I have often expressed my
opinion adversely to putting into the
hands of private individuals work which
can be undertnken by the State, and I
realise there is perhaps no weork which
has more urgent reasons for being done
by the State than this.  Realising all
this, I cannot hide from my mind the
fact that the risks are great, that the re-
sulta of failure might be disastrous; and
I would not run the risk, but would put
the work on private enterprise, and would
pay one million more for an assured
success, rather than have on our shoulders
the responsibility of the undertaking.
My doubts are not altogether removed by
the fact that we have expert testimony in
I admit the
weakness of my position, and that we
ought to bow to expert testimony. Dut
a8 one finds in private life, so we find in
public life, that there may be a feeling
within oneself that there is a certain
amount of risk, and that however gbod
the promise may be, one feels disinclined
to accept the responsibility which may
be entailed. I hope I am entirely wrong
in this cage, and that the success of the
venture will more than justify the faith of
those who have committed the country
to it. The matter has been discussed
frequently, and the time has arrived when
we ghould recognige it is too late to re-
verse the decision of the House and the
country. The matter has been before
the House and the country, and has heen
discussed thoroughly. So long as we
have responsible government, and we are
committed by a majority to this particu-
lar policy, if we were to retrace our steps
we should be open to the accusation, not
g0 much that we are afraid of the work,
but that we are afraid of the colony in
connection with the work. That should
be borne in mind ; and therefore we should
recognise the decision of the House, and
zeo that the work is carried out. Whilst
T recognise that, I do not think the time
devoted to the discussion has been wasted,
This is & most important contract, involv-
ing a larger sum than any other contract
carried out in this eolony. When I say
a larger sum, I do so by way of compari-
gon, bearing in mind that, in this particu-
lar ingtance, we are dealing more or less
with a new work not very common in
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any part of the world. If it simply in-
volved a question of spending money for
railway construction, we should ve deal-
ing with a matter of which we have had
a large experience. But in such an enor-
mous system of canalisation as that
proposed, one cannot thut one's eyes to
the risk we run; and, for that reason, I
should be glad to think the Government,
in settling the terms of the contract—
not only the legal terms, but the practical
professional terms—have taken into con-
sideration the opinions, not only of the
London experts, but nlso of some men
who can bring to bear, on the subject, that
practical knowledge which 18 se essential,
[ understand from the Director of Public
Works that the contract has been ap-
proved in London. T do not want to say
anything very heinous or shocking, but
that statement of the Minister does not
altogether reassure me. 1 should like
the contract to be submitted to practical
men, who have a knowledge of local con-
ditions which cannut be comveyed by
words or written descriptions. No money
would be wasted in obtaining local pro-
fessional assistance and guidance on the
contract. If we are to spend this money,
members should bear in mind that what
we have to secure is not perhaps the
full value for the money, but rather that
claims which might involve three times
that amount may not be brought. We
have to guard against disappointment and
failure which may subject us te a loss of
three times the amount now involved.
A few weeks delay might be desirable in
connection with a work like this.

Me. ILuingworTH : A little delay might
save money.

MR. JAMES: The urgent pressing of
the work forward might in itself cause
delay. Hon. members can realise how
serious & delay would take place if there
were gomse little breach in connection with
the contract. Look at what has cropped
up in connection with this work, which
we have been talking about almost for
years. We have had before us sugges-
tions and professional advice from ad-
vigers of the Government, as to the con-
struction of a dam at Mundaring ; and it
has only recently siruck the advisers of
the Govermment, and members of the
House, that there were certain things
called “riparian rights” te be provided
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for. A4s alawyer who ought to have seen
this clearly, I am as much to blame as
any member of the House for not point-
ing out the difficulty.

A MeuBER: You did not get a fee.

Mn. JAMES: I do not think any hon.
member would say I require a fee for
pointing out a matter of this kind. It
has been my fortune to refuse fees for
coming into thiz House, and I hope I shall
continue to refuse them. The instance I
have given is a giaring aone of a point over-
looked. T should l..e the Govermment to
have other advice besides that of the
Enginecr-in-Chief and the London engi-
neers. If we can by an expenditure of
money, even though it be thousands, ol
taic good professional advice here in Aus
trauasia, we ought to do so. Such money
would be well spent, and in the long run
would prove to be time saved. There is
#lso a very important question in connec-
ton with the legal aspect of the case. 1
am not at all satisfied that the contract
is sufficient, eimply because it has been
prepared in London. We know out here,
perhaps more than they do in England, of
the wiles of coptractors. My experi-
ence of them is this, that if they see any
possible loophole in a contract, they will
geize on the opportunity to take all the
benefits they can from that loophole The
legal aspect of the contract should be
looked into carefully. The Government
ought not to sign this contract until they
have submitted it to the best legal authe-
rity in the colony ; and let the Govern-
ment pay a good fee for the services of
that legal authority, so that we may see
that all possible contigencies are provided
against. Eveu if the Government spend
£1,000 or £5,000 in obtaining this legal
opinion, the Government may thus save
tea times that amount before the work is
finished. The country is pledged to the
scheme and, beyond taking steps such as
we have sugpested and proposed, which
might not result in the good we ex-
pect, still these steps should be taken out
of abundant caution. We are committed
to the scheme, and our main object should
be to secure as great a benefit to the
colony by the construction of these pipes
a¢ we can. The Government have
done that by providing that the pipes
should be made in the colony, and I hope
they may be successful in obtaining great
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benefits from that. But I should like as
far as possible to make that step--which
I believe is a wise step-—as effective as
possible, and to see that it will serve and
secure all the good objects that the Gov-
ernment have in view. We are launching
ourselves on this great Goveroment
scheme which will employ a large number
of men. It is the one scheme out of
which the colony should receive the most
benefitt In connection with railvey
contracts, the greater part of the money
i8 spent outside the colony, but in this
echeme we should receive the greater por-
tion of the money in the colony. I hope
the Government will avail themselves of
the benefits which the contract offers.
There is & risk of the contract leading to
the importation of an undesirable class of
cheap labour, and I want that to be
avoided. 1 want the Government to se-
cure that the meney will be spent among
people who will ultimately become settlers
in Western, Australia. 1 do not want te
sec introduced here a2 lot of cheap
labourers who will leave behind them an
undesirable class of immigrants. Oppor-
tunity should be taken of attracting a
working population, so far as these works
will attract, and of absorbing the present
unemployed, and others as well. If we
want to atiract working men who will
settle amongst us—if we want to attract
married men—we must not offer wages
which are comparatively small, and on
which a married man cannot live, and we
ghall unly secure the best results from the
expenditure of the money by the Govern-
ient, - through their ensuring that the
works are carried out as far as posible by
day labour, employed on the eight hours
gystem [ want to move an amendment
to that effect in connection with the
amendment now before the House. I
want the Government to adopt that
system, the theory of which has been
adopted in connection with Government
contracts in the past. I want the Gov-
croment to insist on those who carry out
the contract, that the work shall be done
by day labour employed on the eight
hours' system. If we adopt that principle
now—I simply think we are more attached
to the theory than the practice of it—but
if we adopt that principle, we are adopt-
ing a theory which has been recognised
in the old country in works far greater
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than we are committing ourselves to now,
Therefore I desire to move the amend-
ment which I have indicated.

Tne SPEAEKER: The hon. wember
cannot move that now. The hon. mew-
ber must wait until the House has agre.:d
to insert the words of the amendneri
now before the House.

Mr. James: I shall he able to mo :
it thent

Tre SPEAKER: If the Huuse agews
to ingert the amendment of the memuer
for Coelgardie (Mr.. Morgans} and the
worde are inserted, then the Lon. miem-
ber can move 1o add the worls to the
motion, as amended.

MR, James: Then I shail prepose my
amendment subsequently.

Mz, HOLMES (i reply):” When mov-
ing the motion which we have been dis-
cussing to-night, I think the House will
admit I was perfectly candid in the state-
ments I made. I stated I had a dual
object in view. One object was to peruse
the tender about to be actepted for this
gipantic and important wotk, and the
other was to delay the scheme until the
prospects of the colony were brighter.
I feel I have not wasted the time of the
House in the action I have taken, and I
feel aleo the result will be bencficial to
the country generally I thank the
Director of Public Works for having laid
the particular tender about to be accepted
on the table of the House, and given us
the opportunity of perusing it. He has
given us the opportunity of having some
light thrown on the tender referred tu.
I think, to elicit the statement we have
from the Director of Public Works to-
day, is in itself sufficient to justify my
action in this matter. When moving
the motion, I never suggested that I had
any suspicion ay to the wanner in which
the departinent were dealing with this
tender. I never aftempted to cast re-
flections on any individual connected
with the department. I wanted full in-
formation on this tender, which is with-
out doubt the biggest we have ever under-
taken or will ever undertake.

Mr. Dongrer: I hope not.

Mr. HOLMES: But having perused
the tender, and having elicited this
statement—which I will deal with later
on—from the Director of Puplic Works,
the least we can say is this: the depart-
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dic now. You will not get the scheme
farther than Coolgardie for £2,500,000. If
you can sell 5,000,000 gallons per day as
suggested, and want to increase your sup-
py, this scheme will not provide an in-
creased supply.

Tre Premier: It would do something.
at any rate.

Tee Direcror oF Pusuic Worrs: Let
us get rid of the 5,000,000, first,

Mr. HOLMES: We have it that an
enormous sum has been spent for tanks
all over the colony, that the tanks will not
catch the water, and that if they catch
it they will not hold it. The department
ndmic they cannot build a nroper tank,
and yet this House has confidence to let
the Public Works Department carry out
this scheme!

The Premier : T do not think they ever
admitted it.

Mr. HOLMES: This motion has only
been in the House & week. Judging from
the remarks of the Director of Public
Works, people immediately became de-
pressed, and now they see there is no hope
of the motion being carried the depression
is gone. We have heard from him the re-
sull of interviews which had been held
between him and hiz department and the
contractors. It would be interesiine to
know what arrangement was arrived at
belween the contractors, Messrs Fergu-
son and Hoskins. It seems to me that
Mr. Ferguson knew hiz pipes were the
pipes that were to be decided upon. We
all knew, in fact, that his pipes were to
be used. I am quoting from the Director
of Public Works himself. Ferguson puts
in a very high tender; Hoskins has a
somewhat similar pine which he quotes
very low. Now they have a low tender
from Hoskins, but they want Ferguson’s
pipes. Then they tell Hoskins to o to
Ferpuson and make the best of this job.

Teoe Premigr: You have not heard the
true version of it. It is the other way
about. ’

Tue Direcror ofF PrBuic WoREes :
He knew of it bLecause it was announced
in the tender. _

Mg. Georoe: Was there not a confer-
ence in the Engineer-in-Chief’s office, for

Debate on Tenders.

Ferguson knew that his pipes were the
pipes required. Hoskins and he wers
told to put their heads together, decide
en the matter and come back.

Mg, Gromoe: It took place in the
Engineer-in-Chief's office.

Mr., HOLMES: XNow, if this ig the
way the contracts have been run, I haw
not much confidence in the manner ir
which the scheme will be carried out
We have an admnission Ly the Directo
of Public Works——

Tue Premier: Interpreted by you

Mr. HOLMES: Well, interpreted bj
me. We have the absolute facts |
am gifted with ordinary commeon sense
though I am not an expert on this mat
ter. The Premier admits himself tha
when it comes to a deal, I can make ¢
very fair deal; and if I had anything
to do with this transaction, it would haw
been dealt with in a far more business
like way than it has been dealt with
We have already had an admission frow
the Director of IMublic Works that the
contractors made an allowance, when ad
justing, of £15,000. Well, if the screv
had been put on, and competitior
brought in, there might have been con
fiderably more allowed. The contrac
tors were there to make the best the;
could of the job, and they worked it ir
guch a way that the officers of the depart
ment were wedded to the Ferguson pipe
and the contractors, who wers going t«
get the best vnrice they could, actusll
took £15,000 lesz than their origina
quotation.  If they had been forced b
competition, they might have reducec
the price still further. It is proposec

" to advance the full value for the steel 1

London. It is algo surgested that the
price of steel might advence, at any time
£2 nton. If it does, what is to preven
the contractor from supnlying hia stee
as long as the price is low, and. immedi
ately the price is raised, forfeiting hi
£5,000, and leaving the Government t
get the material at the higher price a
best they can? There is no provisim

. made against such a contingency.

the purpose of Lringing these gentlemen |

together? That iz another fact.
Mr. HOLMES: There were confer-

ences, and all manner of things.

. thing of that kind.
Mr.

Mg. Iuuixeworth: There is no penalt;
whatever.

Mr. HOLMES: There is no provisim
to secure the Government acaingt anv
It is admitted,
think, by the Director of Public Works
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that the price of steel may advance. If
it does, in what position will this coun-
try be in respect of this work! We will
have to pay £2 a ton increase on steel,
and the contractor will forfeit his £5,000.

Mn. George: The contractor will make
a contract with the makers of the steel.

Mr. HOLMES: Yes; but if the Gov-
ermment had made the contract with the
makers of the steel, they would have
known exactly what they must pay for
the steel. The contractor would have
had the responsibility on his shoulders
instead of the Government.  Apart
from altering the tender altogether, we
do not know what other concessions have
been made to these contractors, which
were never offered to the nublic when
tenders were called. I am sure, if it had
been known throughout the civilised
world, it would bave been different. But
it was not koown everywhere that the
Government were prepared to finance
any contractor in this manner. If ten-
derers had known that—if they knew
they ocould speculate in this way on a
contract running into about 1} millions
—they would have risked the forfeit
of their £3,000, and made the most
they could out of the contract. The
Director of Public Works said to-day the
Govrom-nt had a month in which to sign
this contract, and in the meantime the
Government would carefully go through
it, and make the necessary alterations.
Now T rshould like to know how that
comnares with the statem-nt made bv
the Premier the other night. He told
the House that, if it had not heen for the
motion of thé hon. member for FEast
Fremantle (Mr. Holmes) the tenders
would have been sigmed that dav. Now
we have the Director of Public Works,
who savs thev have a month to recon-
sider the contract, and make the neces-
garv  alterations. It that be so. mv
motion has only zot the derartment out
of a fix. and T am to be thanked rather
than blamed bv the Government and the
countrv. The member for Coolgardie
{Mr. Morgans) referred to my action in
rezard to the reappropriation of monev
for the Fremantle harbour works. My
action in that matter was rerfectly clear.
T stated distinctly, when the Reanpropri-
ation Bill was introduced, that I would
oppose nny item of new works; but it
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was different with the case of works in
hand which bad to be completed, such as
the Fremantle harbour works. If we
do not continue that work, and keep
ahead of the accmnulation of sand, the
money already spent will be wasted.
My action in eupporting the reapproprin-
tion of money on that scheme, which was
in hand and muet be completed, was
therefore perfectly justified. The meni-
ber for Coolgardie alzo stated that if my
motion was carried, it meant death to
the scheme, and that just brings me back
to where I gtarted from. I stated dis-
tinctly that, if this scheme now came be-
fore the House for the first time, hardly
any wmember would be found prepared
to support it ; and here we have to-night
the member for Coolgardie deliberately
stating that, if you do not strike the
iron when it is hot, you will never get
it.  Suggestions have been made about
want of confidence, and all manner of
things. Well, T am just about tired of
them.

A Meusen: Why do you not sit on th-
other side of the Housel

Mr, HOLMES: T will tell the hon
member and this House that I will sic
where I like ; and if it comes to a vote of
want of confidence, and I think it is in
the interests of the country to do so, I
will vote—

Mg, GeoreE: With the Government.

Me. HOLMES: No; against the Gov-
ernment.

Mg. Domerty: You and the member
for the Murray (Mr. George} would be a
fine pair.

Mr. HOLMES: There are other mau-
ters connected with this scheme that ap-
pear to have been altogether overlooked.
They seem to have made up their minds
that it will cost 24 millions, and that here
the thing will end. The Premier has
overlooked one item of about .£200.000.
If I am wrong, he will correct me. When
this scheme was brought before the
Housge, the Premier stated he would he
able to borrow this 2} millions at par.
I think it is npow pretty generally admit-
ted that, with a 3 per cent. loan on the
London market, if we pet it at 93, that
will be about the best deal we can make.
The result is we lose £7 on every £100,
or £70,000 on every million. If the work



1986 Coolgardie Water Scheme:

cost 3 millions, there is £210,000 that has
been lost and not accounted for,

Me. Georee: It is not lost, but gone
before.

Mg. HOLMES : That is about a quarter
of » million of money, which kas never
heen taken into conszideration at all.

Mg, TuuNeworTH ¢ It has to be provided
for.

Mg. HOLMES : It all leads to this, that
the work will not be constructed for 23}
millions ; and, if it is not constructed for
2} millions, you will have to sell more
than 5 million gallons of water a day to
make it pay; and you cannot sell more
than that quantity, for the present scheme
will not take more than that to Coolgar-
die.

Tug Direcror orF PuBLic
That is the minimum quantity.

Mg, Moreaxs: We can easily get & mil-
lion gallons through, ‘

Mgr. HOLMES : T notice that, although
the clauses in the proposed contract are
very loosely prepared, there is one clause
that protects members of the Government
from being personally liable. When it
comes to & matter of self, they can look
after themselves; and when it is a mat-
ter for the country, they should be equally
careful. That is a very desirable clause
for members of the Government.

Tue PremiEr: It ie in every contract.

Mr. HOLMES: It is very desirable in
this one, at all events. I need not say
more, because the matter has been de-
cided. We know that. We can gather
from the debate that many members are
here to-night to vote who would not be
here if their votes were not required by
the Government. It is amusing, when a
vote ig to be taken, to see these hon.
gentlemen turn up frow all directions,
end disappear again almost as suddenly
when the thing has been decided.

Tye FreMiBr : That is good.

Mgr. HOLMES: I feel sure I have done
my du*y in bringing this matter before
the House.

Tae PreMier: We are much obliged.

Mr. HOLMES: And my duty will be,
+hen the amendment is carried, to do the
best I can to further this great work,
which will either make or break the coun-
try. IfT can aesist in helping it to make

Works :
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the country, I will do so. Then I shall be
sorry for all I gsaid tonight, and
glad the undertaking has realized the
anticipations of the Government. My
opinion is, and I am going to express i,
that the Government will be in trouble;
and I shall then be able to say, “I told
you so.”

TeE Premier: Oh, you will not do that
I am sure.

Mr. HOLMES: Hon. members, in dis-
cusging this matter, have gone pretuy
wide of the mark ; but my motion is that
“In the opinion of this House, no ten-
ders should be accepted for the Coolgae-
die water scheme without the approval of
this House.” Any member who listened
to the statement of the Director of Pub-
lic Works this afternoon would come to
the conclusion that no tender should be ac-
cepted for such an important work with-
out the approval of the House. My mo-
tion says we should not accept tenders
without the approval of the House, and
we have evidence which justifies me in
aeking the House to support that motion.

Amendment (Mr, Moroaxs’s) put, and
division taken with the following re-
gult : —

Ayes ... 2b
Noes e 4

Majority for ... Leo21

Noes,

Mr. George

Mr. Leake

My, Wilgon

Mr. Holmes
{Teller)

Ayes.

Hon. 8, Burt
Mr. Connor
Mr. Doherty

Sir John Forrest
Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Gregory
Mr, Hall

My, Higham
Mr. Hubble
Mr. James
Mr. Kenuy
Mr. Lefroy

Mr. Locke

Mr Monger.,

Mcr. Morgans
Mr, Oats

Mr. Oldham
Mr. Pennefather
Mr, Piose

Mr. Quinlan
Mer. Throssall
Hon. H. W. Vemn
Mr. Vosper
Mr. Wood

Mr. Moran

Teller
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Awendment thus pased, und the motion
anended accordingly.

FURTHER AMENDMENT PROPOSED.

Mr. WALTER JAMES (East Perth):1
bug to move as a further amendment, that
the following words be added to the
motion :

And to provide that such works shall, as

* far as possible, be carried out by day labour,
employed on the eight-hours system.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray}: 1 am sorry
[ connot support the hon. member for
hast Perth in this matter, and I will briefly
tell the House why. The House has de-
cided, rightly according to the majority
and wrongly according to the minority,
to aceept the contract. It is too late to
impose conditions to hamper the persons
whose tenders have been accepted. The
carrying out of the work will necessarily
Lave to be carried out under the rules of
the different trades unions, The Iron-
plate Workers’ Association work under
the eight-hour principle, the Amalgamated
Engine Fitters’ Association work under
the eight-hour principle, and no firm con-
nected with any engineering establish-
ment in the colonies would have any idea of
working under any other system than the
eight-hour system. The hon. member may
ga7. that being so, why not add the words
to the contract? There wruld be no ohjec-
tion, but it is just possible in the manu-
facture of pipes thereamay be a question of
piece-work. In the handling and stocking
of the plates, for instance, if I were carry-
ing out the contract I should carry out that
portion of the work by day labour ; not
for the purpose of “sweating” the men,
but with a view of getting the work done
more expeditiously. The amendment

must tend to hamper the contractors. I
shall oppose the-amendment.

Further emendment (Mar. Jaumes’s)
put, and = division taken with the fol-
lowing result: —

Ayes .. 9
Noes ... 19

Majority against ... 10

(22 SerTEMBER, 1898.]
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Ayes. Noes,
Mr. Gregory - Hon. 8. Burt
Mr. Holmes My, Conolly
Mr. James 8ir John Forrest
Mr. Kenny - Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Oldham Mr. George
Mr. Vosper Mr, Hall
Mr. Wallace Mr. Higham
Mr. Wood . Mr. Hubble
Mr. Doherty Mr. Leake
(Teller) My, Lefroy
Mr. Locke
Mr Monger.

Mr, Morgans
Mr. Pennefather
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Quinlan
Hon. H. W. Yenn
' Mr. Wilson
‘' Mr. Connor
{Teller}

Further amendment thus negatived.
This voucluded the debate.

JURY BILL.

The Legislative Council having sent a
message, stating that the Council insisted
on certain amendents previcusly made
in the Jury Bill, the message was read
by the Clerk.

Further amendment thus negatived.

Motion as previously amended put, and
passed on the voices.

Tue SPEAKER: 1 wish to mention,
with respect to this inessage, that no
reagsons for insisting on the Council’s
amendments have been sent to this
House, ag is provided for hoth by the
Council’s Standing Orders and by those
of this House. This message can be
considered to-morrow ; bLut I think the
proper course will be, when it is oon-
sidered, to send the message back and
ask the Council to forward the reasons
tn this Houge.

ADJOURNMENT,

The Houee adjcurned at 11.16 p.m. till
the next day.




